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	1. Chapter 1

The suitors came every year. The results were always the same. The answer was always the same. After three years, more suitors began to come, from all walks of life. Dukes from England proudly held their heads high, Princes from Ireland arrogantly walked through the large castle, trying not to show how awe-struck they were. A few princes from the Orkney Islands showed up, and the sons of the chiefs from large villages came, shyly, from the Shetland Islands. But one group of young men, from a cluster of small islands, drew the attention of the bored princess everyone wanted. They were… different. There was one who was overly confident. Big, but not overly so. He was short, and had shaggy oily black hair that fell to his shoulders. He wore torn pants, a shirt that reveled his few chest hairs, and a fur vest. Another was a large boy, around the size of Young MacGuffin, only a few inches shorter. He had short, sandy blonde hair and a pudgy face. His clothes were better managed than the other boys, and this one seemed much shyer than the other. A third boy, tall and lanky with long almost white blonde hair stood with the short one. He laughed obnoxiously, and always seemed to hurt himself, or cause a lot of noise. He couldn't stand still, and always received a pat on the back for his nonsense from the short one. There was a fourth boy that the princess almost overlooked. He was the son of the chief, but if you looked at him, you wouldn't have thought so. He was a skinny boy, and his clothes hung off of his frame. His hair was shaggy, but well-kept and fell just below his ears. His eyes took in his surroundings, and he didn't keep his awe to himself. He looked around with interest and the princess smiled a bit to herself. When he walked up with the other boys to greet the princess, she noticed a limp in his step. The princess bit her lip, wondering what had happened. But the thing that caught her interest the most, were the large, intricate helmets that were on their heads.

"Merida…. Merida…. MERIDA." Her mother's sharp whisper broke her concentration and she quickly swung her head, her fiery curls lashed at her face.  
>"Oh right," Merida stood up quickly, "Thank yew all fer being here. A would like ta invite yah all to a feast held by mah family, ta welcome yew all ta our kingdom. This year's games will be one ta remember. The event will be announced tamorrow morning. Please, fallow us ta the dining hall." Merida, her mother, and her father walked down from the stage they sat on, and the crowds parted to let them pass. The groups of men walked down the corridors, sizing each other up, silently determining who they would have trouble beating.<p>

Dinner was terribly awkward. Everyone ate in silence. It was nearing eight when the fathers finally cracked, the ale was too much for them to handle. They grouped together, and sung songs. Many young men snuck ale for themselves, and Merida rolled her eyes. They would regret it in the morning. They would regret it now. Merida saw her triplet brothers, still small, wind their way through the chairs of the young men, and smirked.

When Merida's father started telling the first story of Mor'du, Merida realized that the thin boy with the limp had gone missing. She slowly got up, and walked behind her mother.  
>"A have tea go freshen up, if anyone asks tell them A was tired and went to bed, please?"<br>Her mother sighed, but nodded her head. Merida slowly made her way to the large double doors for her escape, but was blocked by the short boy in the helmet.  
>"Hey now, where are you off to?" His breath reeked of ale, and Merida shook her head.<br>"A need ta freshen up, so if yew don't mind, please, excuse mah." She shoved past him, but heard him call after her,  
>"All the challenges I win, will be in your honor babe!" Merida started walking down the long halls, her shoes clicking on the stone floors. Sighing in agitation, Merida slipped her shoes off and held them and her dress to keep it from getting dirty. She didn't want to face the wrath of her mother and Maudie. Slipping through the back doors leading to the stables, Merida sighed. She loved the feeling she got when she was outside. She walked into the stables, and over to her large horse Angus. She quickly found a brush from the drawers and began to groom her large Scottish Clydesdale.<br>"Well, aren't yew a pretty boy? Aye know yew love bein brushed." Merida smiled to herself as she silently brushed her horse's fur. Carefully she grabbed the small hair ties, and began to braid Angus' main.  
>A few minutes later Merida's silence was broken by a <em>'swoosh'<em> at the window. Merida ran to the window, gripping the sill. Squinting out into the darkness, she tried to make out shapes. She saw the shadows move, deeper and deeper into the forest. She bunched her dress, lifted it above her knees, and plunged herself into the darkness of the Scottish forest around the castle.  
>She had only made it three yards into the forest until she couldn't see where she was, what she was doing. Merida closed her eyes and sighed in frustration.<br>"Damn et." She sunk down, crouching above the ground, still aware of the condition of the dress. Slowly Merida opened her eyes and instantly grinned at what was in front of her. There, floating a few inches off the ground, was a single blue Will-O-The-Wisp. Merida smiled down at the blue ball of whispering light, and dashed through it. One after the next, Will-O-The-Wisps light up at the feet of the princess.

Leaping over logs, twisting around trees, and pushing her way through bushes, Merida was determined to find her fate. Suddenly, she stopped. She was at the edge of a tall cliff, overlooking the swirling vortex of the inky ocean below. Waves capped and crashed against the jagged rocks below. A weird feeling rose up from Merida's stomach. Something was very off about this. A wisp appeared, its soft whispers calling her out three feet over the edge of the cliff. Merida took a small step, sank to her hands and knees, and peered over the edge of the cliff. Nothing was there, but the wisp wouldn't go away. Its soft glow illuminated Merida's face, and its haunting whispers still called out to her.  
>"Stewpid wisp." Merida grumbled under her breathe. The princess gathered her skirt, and began to stand up when she heard it. A loud crack sounded beneath her feet. She held her breathe. More cracks sounded, and the ground shook lightly. Merida chewed her lip and lifted up her foot.<p>

Then Merida was weightless. She screamed, but her screams didn't go very far. The rushing wind ripped the air from her lungs, stole the power of her screams. Merida's head began to spin. She couldn't do this anymore. She closed her eyes tightly and prayed, to whoever or whatever was listening, that the end of her life would be short, quick, and painless.

Merida woke up to the sound of Maudie rapping at her door.  
>"Princess Merida! Princess Merida! Yew need ta get up and get ready! It's time for the games! Princess!"<p>

Merida jumped, and looked at her surroundings. She was safe, all in one piece. She checked her body for cuts. None. She shook her head. She'd think about it later. She had to get ready. She ran behind her changing wall, and yanked her clothes off of the top. She wore a green blue, knee length dress with a forest and green blue plaid sash tied loosely around her waist. She tied her hair into a braid with a black ribbon, and pulled on her short brown boots. Merida smiled at herself in the mirror. She was ready. She grabbed her long sword and sheath and strapped it to her back. Running quickly down the stairs she met up with her dad. She gave the large man a kiss on the cheek and turned to leave.

"Merida!"  
>"Yes da'?" Merida turned around and looked up into the warm eyes of her father.<br>"A love yah Merida. Be careful taday... A, uhm, aye got ye' somethin'." He brought his hands out from behind his back and held out the gift to his daughter. It was a silver crown like helmet that came down into a point for a nose cover. Emeralds encrusted every facet of the crown. Merida grinned up at her father and promptly hugged him tightly.  
>"Thank ya da'. A love et." The huge man grinned and wrapped his large hands around his daughter.<br>"Don' thank mah. Yer mum picked et out." Merida nodded. Her father gently placed the helmet on her head, and the duo walked out, her father holding the DunBroch clan flag. They took their places on the podium, Merida center stage. She looked out at the sea of faces. She felt all eyes searing through her dress. She began to sweat. She took a deep breath and began.

"A'd like ta start by thanking yew all fer staying through the nigh'. Taday will be a series of challenges between each other. The event is swordsman ship." Merida turned to her parents, and her other brought the flag.  
>"A would like to announce, the entry of Princess Merida, who will be competing fer her own hand." She smiled down at her daughter and handed her the flag.<p>

Many gasps were heard. Mostly by those who had heard of rumors about a princess fighting for her own hand. It was just unheard of. Merida couldn't help herself. She scanned the crowd of scared young men, searching for one face. She found him, his piercing green eyes boring right into hers. He smiled lightly and nodded softly. Merida smiled shyly and waggled her fingers lightly. This did not go unnoticed to her mother, who looked down at her daughter, but remained silent. Merida climbed down the stairs and took her place in the crowd. Her mother cupped her hands together. Now, we've already matched men together. Let the games begin!

Hours passed, and the sun was setting behind the castle. Merida was up against Snotlout, who has, as he promised, declared every victory in her name. Snotlout had barely beaten Hiccup in the previous battle. He had taken advantage of his metal leg. Merida already hated him, and this fueled her fire to win. Snoutlout and Merida met in the middle of the circle.  
>"Now, I can't go easy on you babe. It wouldn't be fair. But, you're the sexiest competitor I've ever had."<br>"Sorry, but A can't say the same for yah Snottrout."  
>"Snotlout. It- it's Snotlout."<br>"Oops." Merida shrugged. She took her stance and Snotlout took his. Her father walked to the middle of the ring.  
>"Now. No killing each other. Ready, set, go!"<p>

Merida flew backward, her sword was glinting in the light. Snotlout grinned and ran up to her yelling, his sword by his head. Merida swerved out of the way of the blade, and swept her foot along the ground knocking Snotlout to the ground. She stood up and went to end the challenge quickly, but he rolled away from her blow. She growled and crouched down. Snotlout smirked and the two met in the center. Swords chimed as they met. Ten minutes had passed, and Snotlout was wearing thin. Merida smirked as she circled the young man. She struck with the ferocity of her father. Her face twisted in anger and determination. Snotlout feebly countered the attacks. Merida was spinning and twisting, while Snotlout was dragging his feet. Merida ran to the center, Snotlout ran, the best he could, after her. Merida quickly turned around and swung her sword at him. He blocked it easily, their blades struggling in front of their faces, but what came next he wasn't prepared for. Merida slid their swords to her left, jumped, and round house kicked Snotlout. His helmet went flying, and he was laying on the ground. Merida put her foot on her chest, and pointed her sword at him.  
>"Tha' one was fer yew, <em>'babe'<em>." Merida dropped her sword and held her hand out to the tired and sore man. He took it and she helped pull him to his feet. Her father stood beside her and smiled.

"A think yer answer is the same as last year?"  
>"Yes da', et is."<br>"Princess Merida has spoken. She shall remain husband free. Yew are all welcome back ta the castle fer a two day, after games party in honor of mah daughter's decision."

The party was fun. Merida was able to sneak ale for herself and got tipsy. Many men complimented her fighting skills. Many of them asked her to help them learn how to fight. But one, the boy with the limp, didn't ask for anything.  
>"Hello your majesty."<br>"N-no need to call mah majesty. Et's Merida."  
>"Okay. You were really good today, errr, Merida."<br>"Thank ye'"  
>"You're welcome."<br>"A don' think aye ever got yer name…"  
>"It's Hiccup." Merida giggled lightly.<br>"Like- like a wee lamb?" Hiccup rubbed the back of his head, his face almost as red as Merida's hair.  
>"Yeah, like a <em>'wee lamb'<em>." Hiccup tried to mock Merida's accent. The two talked all night. They laughed, and Merida got him to try some ale, after much coaxing. They had fun together. They told each other everything. Merida told him of the run in with Mor'du when she was a young girl, and Hiccup told her about his child hood. They confided in each other about how their parents once were. They bonded.

When it was time for Hiccup to leave, Merida felt a weird feeling. A dull ache in her chest as she hugged Hiccup for the last time for a year.

Two months had passed since the games, since Merida and Hiccup's friendship, and Merida's chest still ached. And she swore sometimes, late at night, she heard Hiccup's voice outside her window. But she'd always shake her head. He lived too far away to do that. But there was still one secrete Hiccup had kept from Merida. And that was the most important secrete of her life.


	2. Chapter 2

Merida grinned as she gripped her window sill. All the ships were coming to port, and Merida couldn't stop the butterflies in her stomach from traveling to her throat. Merida swallowed hard, trying to keep her calm. She had three and a half hours until the meet and greet. Merida scanned the flags on the ships, but couldn't find the Berk flag. She chewed her lip nervously. Hiccup and she had sent letters back and forth all year. The letters were daily, due to Merida's royal status; her mail was priority. But for the past month, Merida hadn't received any letters back. And that had made her nervous.

'_Wha' if he found a lass on Berk?' _The thought bounced through Merida's head. Visions of Hiccup talking, laughing, kissing, loving, another girl flew through her imagination. Tears pricked her eyes, and Merida blinked quickly. She gathered her floor length, silk dress, and ran down the stairs of the castle. Peering around the corners, Merida looked for her mother. Smirking, she ran quickly to the large doors leading to the ships. Merida searched for the Berk flag. Finally she found it. It was the last ship to arrive. Merida waited for Hiccup at the end of the dock. She heard the all too familiar 'step-clink' of Hiccups footsteps.

"HI-!" Her voice got caught in her throat. She saw him alright. And he had really grown up. He looked to be about a half foot taller than Merida now. His face had hardened. And so had his body. He was wearing a tight, dark red, long sleeve shirt, with black riding gloves that strapped in two places and were almost up to his elbows. He wore shoulder armor with a red dragon face painted on. He wore brown leather pants, and a black boot. His hair was windblown, and he had a few small braids behind his ear. Merida stood there with her mouth open, his name still stuck in her throat. She heard Hiccup laughing with his friends while walking on the dock.  
>"Princess!" Fishlegs, she learned his name from Hiccup, gasped out. He dropped to one knee, and the other three fallowed suit. Merida quickly curtsied.<br>"Yah really don' have ta dew tha'. A'm just Merida. No need ta bow." Merida played with her hair and kept looking between Hiccup and the ground. Hiccup was looking at Merida with a goofy smile plastered across his face. Fishlegs looked between the two, and grabbed the other two boys who were trying, with no avail, to hit on the princess. When the trio left, Hiccup finally took her in. Her turquoise dress pooled around her ankles, and her sleeves hung down about six inches from her arms. Her fiery hair was braided and laying over her shoulder. The golden band around her head was adorned with emeralds. Finally a forest green and green blue plaid sash was tied loosely around her waist. Constellations of freckles were scattered around her face and shoulders. She looked perfect.  
>"Et's nice ta see yah again Hiccup…"<br>"Thanks. It's nice to see you again too Merida. You've really grown up."  
>"Thanks. Yah've grown up ta Hiccup. Yer not such a wee lamb anymore." Merida pointed at Hiccups chest, and smiled as he rubbed the back of his head. "Soooo…. Are yew ready for the games this year?"<br>"I don't know. With you, I never know what I'm in store for." He smiled down at her, and she rolled her eyes, a small smile gracing her lips. She looked around at all the young men who were preparing themselves to meet her; oblivious that she was standing among them.  
>"Hiccup, are yah dressed for the meeting?"<br>"Uh, yeah. Why?" Merida didn't give him an answer. Instead, she took his hand and ran through the crowd. Weaving her way between men, she smiled back at Hiccup.

The duo burst through the first layer of bushes and trees that guarded the forest. Merida found the path she so regularly took, and lead Hiccup down the dirt trail. Every now and then they'd pass one of Merida's targets filled with split arrows. Hiccup would point up at them, and give her a puzzled look. Merida would smile and shrug her shoulders, continuing her trek through the buzzing forest. About twenty minutes of talking, stories, and laughing later, Merida smiled. The whispers of water foaming could be heard. Merida pulled back the bushes. Hiccup gasped. There before them, was a giant waterfall on the side of a huge, jagged cliff. The water was so pure, it looked like liquid crystal.  
>"Merida, what is this place?" Hiccup asked as he stepped out from the bushes and did a complete 360 turn, looking very much like he did last year in the castle.<br>"This is mah little slice of Heaven. A come here with Angus most of the time. Come on!" Merida pulled Hiccup to the cliff. She started climbing up, quickly and nimbly. Hiccup rolled his eyes and shook his head. He started climbing after her, and soon they were in a competition to see who could reach the top first. Forty five minutes later, Merida flung herself over the edge. She stood up quickly, her arms stretched over her head, whooping in victory. Three seconds later Hiccup was by her side.  
>"Yew may not be a wee lamb any more, but A'm still faster than yew!" Hiccup laughed, and shook his head. The two sat down to catch their breath. Merida nervously looked over at Hiccup, and he looked over at her. She looked away quickly, and played with the loose strands of hair that escaped her braid. Hiccup lightly chuckled and scooted a little closer. She looked over at him and smiled lightly, scooting just a little bit closer. The two looked away, scooting ever so slightly closer to each other until Hiccups hand landed on top of hers. They looked up at each other and smiled softly. Hiccup gently took Merida's hand in his and laces their fingers together. Merida moved closer to Hiccup, and now their shoulders were touching. They sat in silence and watched the sunset. The tops of the trees looked magical. The green leaves were turning a golden color, and the castle could barely be seen. A few birds flew in the sky, silhouetted against the sun. The clouds were huge and were starting to turn pink.<br>"Merida,"  
>"Aye Hiccup?"<br>"I haven't told you everything about me. I… You showed me your piece of Heaven, and I want to show you mine. It, it's just really hard to explain, and I don't want you to fre-" Merida jumped up, still holding Hiccups hand, and pulled him up with her. "What are you doing?"  
>"Wait a minute and yah'll see." The sun fell behind the trees, and soon, the entire waterfall was a flowing flurry of bright hues of magenta, scarlet, and orange. Merida smiled up at Hiccup, who was staring in awe at the water before him.<br>"It, it looks like fire…"  
>"Mmhmm. And that's why A brought yew here. Et's a superstition here, drink the water from Fire Falls, and yah'll have good luck." Merida let go of Hiccups hand, and walked over to the waterfall. She plunged her hands into the fiery waters, then brought the water filled hands to her lips. She drank the water slowly, and when she was done, gestured for Hiccup to do the same. He followed suit. And needless to say, it was the best water he had ever drank in his life. Ever. By the looks of it, they had about an hour until it was time for the meeting.<br>"Merida, I have to show you something. If I don't then I don't think that I will have the courage to do it. You shared your Heaven with me. Now it's my turn." Hiccup turned to the forest, and let out an ear shredding howl.  
>"Wha' was that?" Merida asked Hiccup as she crossed her arms across her chest with a coy smile. But then something howled back, this time twice as loud. Merida gripped Hiccups arm. "WHA' WAS THAT?" A blur of black flew around the two, once, twice, Merida lost count. Before she knew it, she was looking into the large, green eyes of a strange beast. The princess screamed, and fell on her butt. She scooted across the ground, and backed herself against the wall. "HICCUP! WHA' IS THAT?"<br>"Merida, this is Toothless. My… dragon. Toothless, say hi." Toothless slowly stepped toward Merida, whose eyes were huge. He got right in Merida's face, glaring. Then he cocked his head to the side, and smiled his toothless grin. Merida smiled and slowly out-stretched her hand. Toothless nuzzled into her hand. Merida laughed lightly, amazed by the creature in front of her.  
>"Hiccup, where did yah… How did yah…?"<br>"Well, you see, on Berk, we had a serious dragon problem a couple years ago. And one night they were attacking us, and me being me… You saw me last year. Imagine that, but smaller," Merida winced, "yeah. It wasn't great being me. One day there was a battle going on, and he got shot down. I shot him down. But I saved him. I fixed him up and everything. Later there was a huge dragon we later called the red death. We went up against it, and, well you just couldn't save all of me could you bud?" Hiccup stroked the dragons head, and Toothless purred in response.  
>"Wha' dew yah mean he couldn't save all of yah?" Hiccup held up his foot.<br>"Peg leg!" Hiccup finished and gave Merida a forced grin. Merida gave Hiccup a, "I'm-so-not-believing-that-smile" look and his smile faltered. Merida looked at Toothless and finally noticed the saddle strapped to his back.  
>"Dae yah…. <em>ride<em>… this thing?"  
>"Toothless is not a thing. He's a dragon. And yes. I ride him."<br>"Yer crazy Hiccup!"  
>"Please, Merida, let me show you my piece of heaven."<br>"NO! Yer crazy if ye thing Aye'm gonna get on that thing!" Merida jumped to her feet. She started to climb down the cliff. Hiccup sighed and mounted Toothless. The two flew down to Merida's height.  
>"Please Merida, let me show you something new."<br>"NO!" Toothless rolled his eyes and grabbed Merida off the cliff. They flew to the very top of the waterfall, and landed lightly. "Hiccup, what are yah doin?"  
>"You showed me your secrete, now let me show you mine." Hiccup outstretched his hand. Slowly, Merida took his hand and squeezed her eyes closed. Hiccup pulled her into the saddle, and within seconds they were flying into the open sky. Flying straight up, Merida gripped Hiccup as tight as she could. She pressed her face into his back, and clenched her teeth. Merida felt a cool dampness hit her face, and then they were flying straight again.<br>"Merida, open your eyes." Slowly Merida opened her eyes and gasped. They were up in the clouds. All around them there were huge, fluffy clouds. They were golden and pink, and looked like full goose feather pillows. Merida smiled, and chuckled lightly. She leaned down and grazed her finger tips through the clouds that evaporated and swirled out at her touch. Merida leaned around and looked at Hiccup. He was grinning and looking at the clouds. His face was glowing, reflecting the light off the pink sun. He closed his eyes, and raised his arms out to the side.  
>"Let's do this bud." Toothless wined in response. Hiccup leaned to the side and fell off of Toothless.<br>"Hiccup!" Merida leaned over Toothless and looked down into the hole in the clouds frantically. "Yah have ta go get him! What are ye doin'?" Merida yelled at Toothless. She looked over again, and jumped back. Hiccup was gliding next to her. "How are ye…" She saw his "wings" and sat there open mouthed. "That's amazing!"

Hiccup glided next to Merida, but soon he was falling. Toothless flew after him, but couldn't get to Hiccup fast enough. Hiccup was spiraling out of control. Toothless wined and dove down after him. Flying beneath Hiccup, Toothless tried to get close enough to Hiccup so he could get back into the saddle. The ground was approaching fast, but Toothless couldn't get close enough to Hiccup. Merida slowly stood up on the saddle like she had done on Angus. She shook, but reached her hands out over her head. She grabbed one of Hiccups arms and pulled him down. She sat down and Hiccup slid his appendage into place. A few clicks later and the three were flying steady once more. Toothless landed on the very top of the waterfall again. Hiccup and Merida climbed off of the dragon.  
>"That was close bud. We almost had it." Toothless gave him a look.<br>"Almost had it? Almost had it! Yah almost died Hiccup!"  
>"But I didn't, did I?" Merida punched him in the arm. "Ow! What was that for?"<br>"That was fer scaring me like that!"  
>"Other than that, did you like it?" Merida glared at him.<br>"Shut up."  
>"I'll take that as a yes." Merida smiled and rolled her eyes.<p>

Bells rang in the distance. Hiccup and Merida looked at each other. It was time for the meeting. Hiccup jumped on Toothless, and looked at Merida. She got on Toothless' back and the three of them flew to the castle. Hiccup landed Toothless in the forest by the castle. The two of them ran through the corridors. Merida tried to control her hair, and Hiccup picked off leaves from her dress. Before they reached the doors, Merida stopped. Hiccup turned around to look at her, and was greeted by Merida's body being pressed against his. Hiccup wrapped his arms around her waist and they stood there for a few seconds. Merida walked Hiccup to the doors. Before she ran down a hallway she whispered a quick goodbye and planted a kiss on Hiccup's cheek. She disappeared around the corner of the hall, and Hiccup brushed his cheek, smiling at the empty hall. He opened the door slightly and found his friends.  
>"Where have you been Hiccup?" Snotlout noticed his presence and looked at him funny.<br>"I had to ride Toothless. I was kinda nervous."  
>"Oh, so you won't wanna ride tonight?" Fishlegs asked.<br>"Probably not."  
>"Good. That means I can show everyone my awesome skills!" Everyone turned to Tuffnut and laughed.<p>

Merida walked across the stage and took her place by her parents.  
>"Where have yew been?" her mother leaned in her seat and looked her up and down.<br>"A needed to think about something really important mum."  
>"Oh really, what's that?"<br>"Yah'll find out tamorrow." Merida's mother nodded her head slowly and sat back in her seat. The groups walked up, one at a time and introduced themselves. There weren't as many as there were the year before, but that just meant less competition.

The meeting went on like normal, the regular announcement was made. Now they sat in the dining hall, watching their fathers yell and tell stories. Merida looked up and rolled her eyes. Her father was leading the "hunt" for Mor'du. He finished the story about his leg ten minutes ago, and it took them five of those ten minutes to steady themselves on their feet. The party had been going on for three hours. Merida sighed and smacked her head against the table. She felt a presence sit next to her awkwardly. She looked up and into the hazel eyes of Fishlegs. He blew his honey hair out of his eyes and looked at her.  
>"So, Merida, I can call you Merida can't I?"<br>"Yes Fishlegs, yah can call meh Merida. Am ur not gonna bite yah if yah dae." Merida smiled and nudged Fishlegs arm lightly. The large boy smiled and shook his head.  
>"So I take it you've been in touch with Hiccup this past year. Because I'm fairly certain you wouldn't remember my name otherwise."<br>"A don't know. Fishlegs isn't a common name here in Scotland." They both laughed at that. When the two finished laughing Fishlegs got serious.  
>"So. What is it between you and Hiccup? I mean, there has to be something there. I'm not stupid, or blind." Merida flushed.<br>"Well. A, uhm, A dae think he's nice. An'- and…" Fishlegs gave her a look, "yes! Okay? A like him." She whispered the last part and smacked her head against the table.  
>"It's okay. I'm not going to tell anyone."<br>"Good, because if yah did, A'd have ta hurt yah. Yah think Am ur good with a long sword, just wait 'till yah see mah archery." Merida smirked at Fishlegs, "A don't miss." Fishlegs gulped and Merida chortled. Fishlegs let out a breath and Merida rolled her eyes. She looked down the table, but couldn't find Hiccup.  
>"He went to bed. He said he had a long day." Merida laughed. She made him climb that cliff.<br>_'A made him climb that cliff… He probably hasn't done a lot of that kinda stuff with that dragon of his… A know A wouldn't… A wonder if Fishlegs has a dragon… A don't know. A'm not gonna chance it…' _Merida shakes her head, realizing Fishlegs asked her a question.  
>"Sorry, mah mind is somewhere else… What was that?"<br>"I just asked if you know what the event is gonna be tomorrow?" Merida chewed her lip. Actually, she hadn't put much thought into the event. She was caught up in Hiccup. A minute passed before Merida slowly nodded her head.  
>"Actually, A might have an idea, but yah still have ta wait 'till tomorrow." Merida began to yawn and quickly covered her mouth. "Et's been really nice talkin' with yah Fishlegs. But if yah don't mind, Am ur gonna go to bed. Goodnight, A'll see yah tomorrow." Merida patted Fishlegs on the back.<br>"Goodnight Princess Merida!" Fishlegs called, loud enough for some others to hear. They called out to her and she waved softly at Fishlegs.

Merida was up early, the sun wasn't to rise for another hour and a half. But this princess had business to do. Slowly she padded to her parents room. She rapped lightly on the door, knowing her mother was already up as well. There was no answer at the door, and Merida turned to leave.  
>"Merida! You're up early this morning." Her mother was walking down the hallway, her housecoat tied closed, her graying, long brown hair unbraided.<br>"Good morning ta yah too mum."  
>"Good morning dear. Now, what are yah doing?"<br>"A was wonderin' if A could use the dress yah wore when dad won yer hand?" Elinor's eyes burned with tears. She bit her bottom lip and nodded fast. She opened the doors and the duo slipped into the room. Fergus was snoring on the bed, drool dripped from his beard and Merida chuckled to herself lightly. She fallowed her mother into the large walk in closet and started the hunt for the dress.  
>"Ahh-ha!" Elinor pulled out a long dress. Merida gasped when she saw it. It was perfect.<p>

The announcements were about to be made. Queen Elinor and Kind Fergus sat in their thrones on the stage outside. The young men who were going to compete were anxiously waiting for the princess to announce what the event was going to be. But so far, the princess wasn't in her seat. She was late. A winning was heard and the heavy pounding of hooves were heard. The princess was on her horse, riding side saddle. She gracefully dismounted, and slowly made her way to the stage. She wasn't walking. No. Merida was gliding. She held her head up high. She stepped center stage. She was the image of pure perfection.  
>The majority of her dress was a white silk. Barely touching the ground, the dress hugged her waist, and flared out slightly at the bottom of her hips. The silk was embroidered with off white flowers. In the center of the dress was a long patch of flowing, green blue suede, making the silk of the dress seem coat like. White strands of silk criss-crossed along her bust, giving the impression of a corset. The shoulders started a couple inches from Merida's neck, and lead straight down to her curves. Lace lined every edge of the dress. On the arms, and the collar and bottom of the silk. Merida wore a golden chain around her neck with a stormy quartz gem in the middle. She also wore the crown her father gave her last year. Merida cleared her throat.<br>"A understand yah are here fer me ta tell yeah the event, am A correct?" The crowd mumbled in response. "Well, this year's games are very different from last years. This even is un heard of in every nation, except one. A was introduced into et yesterday. A do not expect many ta join the event. A expect many tah get angry. A warn yah, if yah try ta dae anything rash, bad things will happen. This year's event is. Dragon riding."  
>Laughter erupted from the crowd. Merida scrunched her face in anger. Her father walked to her, laughing as well. Only her mother and those from Berk did not laugh.<br>"Merida," Fergus wiped his eyes, "dragons aren't real!"  
>"Yes they are! A rode one yesterday!"<br>"Isn't she just the cutest thing in the world?" Merida looked at Hiccup and gave him a desperate look. He bit his bottom lip. He took a deep breath and…  
>A howl was heard. Everyone turned to look for the noise. They found no other than Hiccup cupping his hands around his mouth. Everyone rolled their eyes, until another howl was heard. This one louder. The other three men did the same. Three more howls, unnaturally loud were heard. The crowd looked around, their faces unmasked. They were scared. Four large shadows appeared in the sky. Four huge, scaly, cold blooded creatures landed in the crowd, which parted like the Red Sea. Hiccup stood at the front, Toothless behind him, with his head held high. The other three did the same. Stoic shook his head, smiling at his boys.<br>"STOICK! YAH KEPT THESE A SECRET!?" Elinor walked to Fergus and placed a calming hand on his arm.  
>"Aye Fergus. I did. It was supposed to be a secret from everyone. But I guess that didn' work." Fergus looked between Stoick and Merida. He couldn't believe his eyes. But, here it was. Living breathing proof. Merida cleared her throat once more.<br>"Now that yah all believe me, let me finish. Dragon riding is the event. The one who stays on his dragon is the winner. I know most of yah won't want ta compete. So, in hopes of boosting the number of participants," Merida closed her eyes and took a deep breath, "Am ur willing ta marry the winner."

Everyone was silent. They couldn't believe what they just heard.  
>"So, who's willing ta participate?" Only four men raised their hands. "Well, the rest of yah are more than welcome to stay and watch the events. It's sure to be one ta remember."<p>

The events had been moved to the arena outside of the castle. First up was Hiccup and Toothless against Snotlout and Hookfang. The four glared at each other.  
>"I'm gonna win Hiccup. And you can't stop me."<br>"Riight. Okay Snotlout."  
>"Really?" The bell was hit.<br>"No.' Hiccup zoomed past Snotlout and shot into the sky. Snotlout fallowed and soon the two were racing around the arena, ramming each other. Hiccup leaned forward on Toothless, and the two sped up.  
>"Come on Hookfang! You have to go faster." He leaned down and whispered into her ear "Come on, if you do this, there's extra belly rubs and meaty treaties for you." Hookfang sped up, and rammed into Hiccup and Toothless, sending them into the wall. Hiccup ducked under a long, thick piece of wood used to hold flags. That's when it hit him. Hiccup and Toothless did a half barrel roll around Hookfang, and were now on the outside, shoving the other two into the wall. Hiccup kept looking at the wall. When they were almost at the wooden post protruding from the wall, Hiccup guided Toothless away.<br>"What! Giving up already? Wow, how pa-" SMACK! Snotlout was on the ground. The entire crowd winced. Hookfang flew down to Snotlout and licked his face. He giggled lightly and quickly composed himself. Merida stood in front of her parents.  
>"Hiccup is the winner of this round!" The crowd cheered, and soon Fishlegs and Tuffnut were eyeing each other. This round was over before it started. As soon as the bell was hit, Tuffnut ordered Belch to spew his gas, and then accidently snapped his fingers, sending the silent order to Barf to spark their flame. Tuffnut was sent flying from the huge explosion.<br>"I'm okay!"  
>"Fishlegs is the winner of this, pathetic, round! Now, for the final round. Dragon riders, take yer positions!" Hiccup and Fishlegs, on top of Toothless and Meatlug were in the center of the ring. Fergus hit the bell.<p>

The two were in the sky. Meatlug struggling to fly, as Toothless lithe as a cat. Meatlug fired a shot at Toothless, leaving a crater in the arena, and making Fergus rise to his feet in glee. Hiccup and Fishlegs were circling around the arena, staying clear of the wooden post. When Fishlegs got close to Hiccup,  
>"I don't want to marry Merida. I don't like her like that. I, I kind of like Ruffnut. Hiccup, I'm going to stop. When you get across from me, fire a blast. I'll make it look like I fell off of Meatlug." Hiccup was astonished, not at the plan, but that Fishlegs liked Ruffnut. Who knew? None the less Hiccup nodded.<br>Fishlegs stopped and pretended that something was wrong with Meatlug. Hiccup rounded the corner, took his aim and shot. The purple blast hit the wall besides the two, and a cloud of dust covered the arena around them. When the dust cleared Meatlug was sitting on her butt, tongue hanging out. Fishlegs was "struggling" to get up. Hiccup flew to Fishlegs and helped him up. He and Fishlegs exchanged a quick hug.  
>"You're welcome." Fishlegs smiled at Hiccup, who gave him a smile back, checks flushed. Merida was grinning, She ran to the center of the arena. Fishlegs and Hiccup joined her as well. She took Hiccups hand, laced her fingers with his, and held it above their heads.<br>"Hiccup Horrendous Haddock The Third, from Berk, has won this years event!" Fergus and Elinor made their way to them as well.  
>"Not only did Hiccup win the games," Fergus started, "he's won a place in this family! It is time for a celebration!"<p>

This time the party lasted for four days. The first night, Hiccup, his father, and the other three boys were sitting next to Merida's family at the head of the long table. Hiccup received many pats on the back, and a lot of "You're a lucky man", and "Where did you find those dragons?". Fishlegs was asking Tuffnut if it was okay to date Ruffnut, and Snotlout was hitting on maids, and Stoick and Fergus were drunk, stumbling around singing songs together. Great first impressions with the in-laws, wasn't it?

Finally it was nearing two in the morning, the party was winding down. Merida had gone to bed. It was really just Hiccup and Elinor. Hiccup cleared his throat.  
>"So, your grace-"<br>"Call me Elinor dear, Am ur going to be yer mother in law. No need for formalities."  
>"Oh, sorry. Okay. So, Elinor, I couldn't help but notice. When Merida made the announcement about the dragon riding thing, you didn't look surprised. At all. It was like, you knew they were out there. Dragons I mean."<br>"Well Hiccup, you see, in our woods, many things are possible. A never thoughtAI'd turn into a bear. But, A did. There are so many things in the world that no one knows about. But they're there. A thought once I'd seen a large creature that looked, so much, like yers. Who knows? There might be more of his kind in other places of the world. And you can start in our woods. But that can wait for another time. Right now, it's time for celebration. Actually, it's time for bed. Goodnight Hiccup. A'll see you tomorrow." Hiccup watched Elinor walk away. Hiccup sat at the table for a couple more minutes, letting it all sink in.

First off, he just got the girl of his dreams.  
>Second, Fishlegs threw the competition just for him.<br>Third, his future mother in law just told him there might be other Night Fury's right outside the castle perimeters. Hiccup nodded his head and got up. He walked to his room, stripped and crawled into bed. As soon as his head hit the pillow he was out. The last thought he had was a prayer.

'_Please, Odin, don't let this be a dream.'  
><em>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hey hey, sorry it took so long to update. And I'm sorry for some of the words not being the same. Like with Elinor. She's just too regal for me to misspell many words. But, I hope you like this so far. I know I love writing this story. I'm thinking maybe one or two more chapters… Who knows? Anyway, tell me what you think, it means a lot to me to get reviews. I'm also sorry for any misspellings or grammar mistakes. Thanks(:


	3. Chapter 3

The four days were up. It was time to go home, and Merida was almost done packing her life away. She knew they would come back… but when? Merida gave a sad glance around her room, took a deep breath, and walked out. She closed the door behind her, knob still in her hand. She looked up and was met with the eyes of her mother. Merida collapsed into her open arms.  
>"Oh mum. Am ur gonna miss yah!" Tears streamed from Merida's eyes, and her mother wiped them away with small flicks of her thumb. Elinor kissed Merida's forehead and put her nose against her daughters.<br>"A know mah dear. And A'll miss yah too. But leaving with Hiccup starts a new chapter in yer life. Yah need to do this Merida. Just know, yah will always have a place in this castle." Elinor wiped her face, "Now, off with yah. Yer dad will bring your trunk down ta the docks." Elinor grabbed Merida's hand and the two walked slowly to the docks. The Berk ship was at port. Stoick was standing at the wheel, and the others were helping to get the ship ready to leave. The dragons were all standing free on the boat. Fergus walked up behind the two women, Merida's trunk on his shoulder. They boarded the ship, Elinor and Fergus eyed the dragons with curiosity.  
>"Stoick! Where dae yah want this?" Fergus yelled. Stoick laughed a hearty, deep throated laugh.<br>"Just drop et. We'll get et taken care of Fergus." Fergus dropped the trunk off his shoulder and walked off with Stoick. Elinor gave Merida's hand a squeeze and walked away to the dragons. She laughed as the dragons played with her. She'd roll a small cannon ball and the dragons would take off after it. They'd fight for the cannon ball, swatting at it, and at each other. Merida smiled at the dragons antics. Hiccup walked to Merida and stood beside her. She smiled at him, and the two of them watched the dragons play with Elinor. But all too soon it was time to leave. Elinor dusted off her skirts and walked calmly to Merida. Fergus joined the group not too long after Elinor. Merida's parents looked down at her and smiled. Elinor hugged her daughter and told her she loved her. Fergus leaned down and kissed her forehead like her mother had done earlier that morning. Merida hugged her father hard, unable to wrap her arms all the way around him, while he grabed his elbows while squeezing her tightly.  
>"A love yah dad."<br>"A love yah too mah lamb." He looked at hiccup and stretched his hand out to him. Hiccup took it firmly and gave it a good shake. "Yah be good ta mah lamb. If yah don't then we're gonna have a problem."  
>"Don't worry sir, I'll take very good care of your daughter." Fergus smiled and patted his back. Merida's parents walked off the ship. Hiccup hauled the wooden plank back onto the ship. Stoick had Thornado send them off with a bang, literally. A sonic boom sounded, and the wind sent them off. Merida stood on the ship, waving frantically to her parents. Waving goodbye to her life in Scottland.<p>

It took twenty four hours to get to Berk on ship. That night Hiccup explained to her that since they were keeping their dragons a secret they brought their ship. If they hadn't they would already be home eating dinner in the cottage. After dinner Merida sat outside by the wheel, leaning on her elbows on the edge of the boat. She heard the heavy thuds of feet and assumed it was Fishlegs.  
>"Am ur not in the mood ta talk, Fishlegs."<br>"Well then, we'll just sit here in silence then." A deep voice sounded from behind her. Merida whirled around and looked up into the eyes of her soon to be father in law. Stoick smiled and shook his head. He walked over besides Merida and looked out at the inky sea. Merida turned around and fallowed suit. After about ten minutes Stoick broke the silence. "Do yah wanna tell me what's goin' on?" Merida sighed and looked down at her hands.  
>"Et's just- A don't know what A think about this. Movin' from home. Marrying a man who WON me as a prize. Et's just all to soon." Stoick was silent for a few minutes, contemplating what to say.<br>"Well, it seems ta me that yer scared. And that's understandable. Giving up one life for another, one where yer parents aren't there ta help yah anymore. But yah don't have ta worry. Yah don't have ta marry Hiccup right away. Aye don't expect either of yah to wanna marry right out the gate. But AyeI do know that he had already won yer heart before he won yer hand. Aye can see et both yer eyes. Now," Stoick pushed off the side of the boat, "et's time fer bed. Goodnight lassie." Stoick smiled at his soon to be daughter in law and walked to his quarters. Merida stood there for another few minutes until she was exhausted. Slowly she drug herself to her hammock in the hold of the ship.

Morning came quickly, and soon the ship was at port in Berk. Merida was looking for a specific bag in the hold, and the boys were getting ready to unload her belongings. Two girls ran up, both blonde, both pretty. One girl, the shorter of the two climbed aboard the ship.  
>"So, how was seeing the princess this year? Was she as stubborn as last year?" The girl sat on the edge of the ship. She was wearing fuzzy boots that almost reached her knees, blue wraps were around her legs. The wraps led to a light brown fur skirt. A belt made of tiny metal skulls held draping brown leather adorned with spikes over the skirt. A tight red tank top hugged her curves . Metal armor covered her shoulders, and strapped to the armor was a furry hood. Her golden hair was tied in a messy braid that was thrown over her shoulder.<p>

"Hello to you too Astrid. And no, the princess wasn't stubborn. She wasn't stubborn last year either." Hiccup sighed, trying to avoid the questions. Merida, who had found what she was looking for and was on her way to Hiccup, heard the girl talking about her. Hiding around the corner Merida listened to the conversation.  
>"Well last year when you guys came back that's all I heard about. How the princess fought for her own hand. Sounds pretty stubborn to me."<br>"She's headstrong. And she didn't want to be won like a prize. Neither would you."  
>"Well… I guess. But how good is she, really?"<br>"She's really good. Especially at archery." Hiccup smiled, remembering all the targets.  
>"She can't be that good. She is a princess after all."<br>"I don't know," Hiccup rubbed the back of his head, "she's really talented."  
>"That's only because you have a little crush on her."<br>"A'd say et's more than a _wee_ crush." The attention was turned to Merida. She was wearing a simple forest green dress with thick tank top straps. The dress was shorter on the sides and flowed down to the front. Light brown belts were tied around her waist. She was wearing brown boots, and her hair was tied up into a high ponytail of uncontrolled curls. She held her bow in her hands and the quiver on her back was full of arrows.  
>"Oh really? And why is that, <em>your majesty<em>?" Astrid hopped off the edge of the ship and faked a curtsey. Now the entire group was standing around. Merida smiled a true smile as she walked to Hiccup. She took his hand and laced her fingers with his and gave a little squeeze.  
>"Why dae yah think Am ur here? A didn't fight fer mah hand this year. Hiccup did." Astrid's eyes widened. Ruffnut turned to her brother.<br>"Whaaaaat? Hiccup got a _princess_? How's that even _possible_?"  
>"I don't know," Tuffnut replied, "but I'm jealous. She's bad ass sis. Like you and Astrid mixed together with Stoick. I heard a story her dad was talking about, saying her and her mom killed this monster bear!"<br>"What? Did that really happen?"  
>"Yep." Ruffnut grabbed her arm and tried to pull Merida away.<br>"Come on, tell me all about it! I wanna hear more!" Merida slid out of her grip.  
>"Am ur sorry. A have ta unpack mah stuff. Maybe later tonight A'll tell all of yah the story." Merida gave Ruffnut a smile.<br>"Awee… All right." Ruffnut and Merida walked back to the group. Hiccup let out a sigh.  
>"Well, now that all of you know I'm engaged… now it's time to tell the entire village…"<p>

Three hours passed. They had unloaded Merida's trunks, took them to the cottage, and unpacked them, made it known that there was going to be a village meeting in the Great Hall, and ate lunch. So far Merida had gotten lost twice. So it wasn't all bad. But Hiccup was distracted. He hadn't had a chance to look for that dragon Elinor told him about. For all he knew, it could be another Night Fury! Hiccup was pacing the cottage, Merida sat in his room, legs hanging off the edge, watching Hiccup pace.  
>"What are yah thinkin' about Hiccup?"<br>"Oh, well, a couple nights ago I talked to your mom about why she didn't freak out the dragons came out. She told me she saw a dragon that looks like Toothless."  
>"And?" Merida drawled. Hiccup really hadn't told her much about the dragons.<br>"Well," Hiccup climbed to his room and sat next to Merida, "as far as we know, Toothless is the only dragon of his kind. And hearing that there might be another one, or maybe more, it could be life changing!" Hiccup looked into Merida's cerulean eyes and smiled. Merida smiled lightly. Hiccup placed his hand over Merida's and leaned in close. Merida's eyes grew slightly, and then her smile grew. She closed her eyes and leaned forward. She could feel Hiccup's hot breath against her lips. Just a few more centimeters…

The door burst open. "Hiccup! Merida! Et's time!" Hiccup dead panned, still just a few centimeters away from Merida's lips. Stoick blushed when he saw the scene in front of him. He flushed lightly and coughed into his hand. "Sorry, I'll just-" He turned to leave.  
>"No, no no." Hiccup sighed, pulling away from Merida head first. "You're right. It's time for the meeting." Hiccup gathered himself, stood up and pulled Merida to her feet. Being the gentlemen that he is, and fearing what his dad would do to him if he didn't, Hiccup had Merida go down the ladder first. The three of them walked to the Great Hall. The majority of the villagers were there already, so in order to keep Merida's presence hidden until they announced her, they went in through the back door.<br>Ten minutes passed, and then everyone were in the Great Hall. Murmurs echoed through the rafters.  
>"I wonder what this is all about."<br>"I don't know, but it's probably about that princess." Hiccups friends were instructed earlier not to say anything about Merida. That caused Ruffnut and Tuffnut to lock themselves in their room and Snotlout and Astrid to ride Stormfly and Hookfang until the meeting. Fishlegs went about his normal routine, a secret wouldn't keep him from Meatlug.

Stoick stood and the room was silent.  
>"Good afternoon everyone. I called this meeting ta talk about the games the Princess of DunBroch held the other day. Some of yah may have noticed that we stayed a few days longer than normal. That's because this year, the princess didn't participate in the games fer her own hand. The winner of the games is ta marry the princess."<br>"Who won the games Stoick?" Snotlouts' father called from the audience, hoping it was his son.  
>"What was the event this year Stoick?"<br>"I'm gettin' there." Stoick chuckled nervously. "The princess was introduced inta a new world she didn't know existed prior ta the games. She loved it so much she decided to make the event of the year, Dragon Riding." The crowd gasped. "So, of course, no one but the boys from Berk wanted ta participate in the event. And, well, Aye'd like yah to welcome Princess Merida of Dunbroch." Merida peeked her head around Hiccup's chair. Slowly she made her way to Stoick. With one hand behind her back, Merida shyly waved at the audience.  
>"Stoick," Spitlout called from the crowd, "yah still haven't told us who won the games!" Hiccup rose from his chair and walked up to Merida. Taking her hand he laced their fingers together.<br>"Merida is my fiancé. We haven't talked about any details. But we're going back to Scotland tomorrow. We're going dragon searching. I strongly believe that there are dragons in the forest surrounding the DunBroch castle. There may even be new dragons there. This is to introduce Merida into the world of dragons. We'll be back two weeks from tomorrow. Does anyone have any questions before we start packing?" Hands shot up, and many questions were asked, many consisting of "Is this going to unite the Vikings with the Scotts?" and questions of super drunk, super strong armies. Hiccup rolled his eyes and answered the questions to his full ability. An hour passed and the villagers started to disperse. Hiccup lead Merida to the training arena. Merida stared in amazement at the tall dome structure.  
>"Wow… This es… really cool Hiccup, did ya make et?"<br>"No… This was made a long time ago…" Merida slowly paced the walls, her fingers tracing along the walls, her eyes scanning across the room. When her hands ran across a different texture she stopped. Turning her gaze to her hand she pulled it away like it was burned.  
>"Wha happened? Did a dragon get hurt?"<br>"Not… recently…" Merida turned her confused gaze to her fiancée and he took a deep breath. "This friendship we have with dragons isn't a common thing… It wasn't common at all here until five years ago… There was a time when we hated dragons. And we killed them every time we got the chance. And the children of Berk, when they came of age, would learn to kill dragons as well. And this is where they trained us. I had shot down Toothless, but I couldn't bring myself to kill him. Instead I trained him. I studied him and I was able to relay that information on other dragons. It helped me to become a master, instead of a monster. If I were to kill a dragon, I would become all that I hate in the world. But this place, it has many scars of our past. It has many ill-wishes that I wish I could forget. You're lucky you weren't here during that time. It's a lot better now." Merida looked at Hiccup and back to the wall. She placed her hand flush against the cool stone and took a deep breath. She shuttered as a tingle ran up her spine. Hiccup walked to her side and put his hand one hand on her shoulder and the other over hers. Merida turned her head to him and smiled softly. She leaned her head on his shoulder and Hiccup laid his head lightly on top of hers.

The duo sat in the middle of the training area, watching Toothless play with the other dragons. A large bell was heard, and the duo rose to their feet. Hiccup gripped Merida's hand and pulled her to the Great Hall to eat.  
>"You all eat dinner together?"<br>"Yeah. A family always eats together." Hiccup stated with a smile. Merida grinned and nodded her head.  
>'I think I'm going to like it here.'<p>

Merida and Hiccup walked through the doors and were met with the warm smell of cinnamon apples and roasted something. Merida's stomach growled and Hiccup chuckled as his fiancée flushed. Hiccup grabbed two plates and handed one to Merida. He piled food on his plate and looked at Merida, who had only a few things.  
>"No, no, no. You need more that that if you're going to survive here. There are no seconds." Merida nodded her head and grabbed more food. Hiccup smiled and led her to a table that seated his dad and friends.<p>

"Hello… your majesty!" Astrid yelled, spinning her hand in front of her and bowing deeply. Merida plopped down at the table and Hiccup sat next to her, giving Astrid a look. She smirked down at her plate and took a big bite off a leg of what was roasted.

After everyone ate their fill, Ruffnut's voice called out to Merida.  
>"Are you going to tell us the story of that bear now?" All eyes were on Merida now and she wiped her hands off.<br>"First, A have ta tell yew the story of Mor'du… A first encountered Mor'du when A was a wee lass, but A had heard of Mor'du mah entire life. Mah da' had met Mor'du when he was a young warrior…" Merida then told the story of her dad and Mor'du, and led into the story of what happened to her and her mother. By the end everyone was silent.  
>"Yeah right. That's impossible." Astrid groaned.<br>"And A thought dragons didn't exist five days ago, but here A am on Dragon Island." Merida shot back, fire burning in her eyes. Astrid's face scrunched up and she pushed herself away from the table and stormed out of the Great Hall.  
>"I wonder what crawled up her ass…" Ruffnut muttered at the retreating woman. Everyone shrugged their shoulders and cleaned their table. Noting the time, Hiccup grabbed Merida's hand and called for Toothless.<br>"Hiccup, where are we goin'?"  
>"You showed me your favorite spot, now it's time to show you mine." Merida gave him a quizzical look and allowed him to drag her to the docks where Toothless was waiting for them.<br>"Hiccup, where are we goin'"  
>"Just trust me." Hiccup said as he saddled Toothless, stretching his hand out to her. Merida gladly took it and flung herself onto the back, wrapping her arms around Hiccup. Hiccup flushed and patted Toothless on the head. "Alright bud, here we go." And off they went.<p> 


	4. Chapter 4

Merida squeezed her eyes shut and buried her face in Hiccups back.  
>' Am ur never going to get used ta this. Never. Ever.' Merida was shaken from her thoughts as Hiccup patted her hand.<br>"Open your eyes."  
>"Nay."<br>"Please?"  
>"Nay."<br>"Merida."  
>"Ach! Fine!" Merida opened her eyes and peeped out over her shoulder. She gasped in amazement at what lay below her, the water tinted purple with the fading sun. They dipped low, gliding inches above the water. Before her eyes the water was torn apart by spines sticking out of the water. Merida smiled as she traced her fingers along the scales of the water dragon. Hiccup looked back at the Scott and smiled. Merida looked up to him, a grin splitting her face. Hiccup turned Toothless to an island and they took a break.<br>"Hiccup, tha' was amazin'!"  
>"So do you like dragons?"<br>"Like them? A love them!"  
>"Good, because you're going to get plenty of them. Maybe you'll even be able to get your own soon Merida." Merida smiled and leaned her cheek against Hiccup's back. Hiccup flew Toothless over to smaller island and the two stretched out by the ledge. Toothless lay behind them, encircling them into the small bubble of warmth he gave off. Merida leaned her head on Hiccups shoulder.<br>"Wha' dae ya think we'll find Hiccup?"  
>"I'm not too sure Merida, but I hope it's good. I hope it's great actually."<br>"A bet et will be. A can't wait to see what's in those woods. A've only gotten a little taste of wha' is out there… A don' know what we'll find. A just want ya ta know Hiccup, those woods are dangerous. They'll either lead ya to your fate, or lead ya to your destruction." Hiccup nodded his head and looked out to the ocean, the sun setting on the horizon. Soon enough it got cold, the ocean breeze picked up and the foam started lapping at the tips of their toes. Merida pulled her knees to her chest and leaned more into Hiccup, a shiver running down her spine.  
>"It's time to leave. We've got a big day ahead of us tomorrow. Come on." Hiccup stood up, stretching his hand to Merida. She smiled and the two took off on Toothless and flew back to the warmth of the hut.<p>

The night passed quickly, and soon enough Merida was woken up by screeching at her window. A tiny, blue dragon was sitting on the ledge outside screaming. Groggily she rolled over onto her stomach, burying her face in the pillows. Slowly, with much deliberation, she pushed herself off of the bed. Her weight on the wooden panels made them ache and moan. Merida pulled on a white shirt with long sleeves that hung off her arms, and a pair of brown leather pants. She pulled on a pair of high boots and pulled her mass of curls back into a long braid thrown over her shoulder. Merida climbed down the latter and found Stoick sitting at a large chair behind a long wooden table. A large fire blazed behind him, casting his beastly shadow along the walls.  
>"Good morn'. How was yer night?"<br>"Et was good, thank ya."  
>"Are ya ready for today?"<br>"A'm as ready as A'll ever be. A little nervous, but excited." It was silent for a few minutes as Stoick nodded his head. "So… what's it like? Being a dragon rider?" Stoick chuckled,  
>"It's different for everyone. No one feels the same while riding. You'll find out what it means to you." Stoick patted her shoulder, and set a steaming bowl of oatmeal in front of her. "Eat, you'll need your strength for today." Merida nodded and Stoick made his way to the stage in the center of town for a dragon race.<p>

When Merida was done with her breakfast, she went back up the latter and packed a bag. Setting it besides the bed, Merida looked at the room. Two days ago she had woken up in her large room. The marble walls were replaced with stone, and her four poster bed was downgraded to a simple cot-like one. But she really didn't mind. She preferred it actually. She walked over to a large window and looked out at the village. Everyone knew each other here. They were all friends. The chief knew everyone by name and was there for everything. She watched as the dragons flew around, holding onto sheep. Without realizing it, Merida had made her way outside. Her eyes still glued to the world above her, she didn't notice the falling sheep. Next thing she knew, she was on the ground, a person on top of her.  
>"Haha, you really gotta watch out for weird things like that." Hiccup said, gesturing to the grumpy black sheep. They looked up at the sky, and Merida saw the tail end of a blue dragon with yellow wings and narrowed her eyes.<br>"Wha's her problem with me? Et's like she's been out ta get me since A got here."  
>"Who?"<br>"That blonde, angry girl. She's been treating me like a wee lamb. A can't stand et."  
>"That's just Astrid. She's always been like that, trust me."<br>"Et's like she's jealous."  
>"Jealous? Astrid? Of what?"<br>"Me! Hiccup. Aye know jealous. Aye spent all my life being competed over." Hiccup looked into Merida's determined eyes.  
>"Jealous or not, she'll have to get over it. You're going to be here for a long time." Hiccup grabbed her hand and gave it a squeeze. Merida smiled at him and leaned her forehead against his. Hiccup bit his lip and they closed their eyes. They leaned in slowly.<br>"Oops! Well. I'll just… I'll go… somewhere that isn't here!" Gobber yelled. He scooped up the sheep and hobbled away, casting backwards glances every few seconds. Hiccup let out a deep sigh and stood up. He pulled Merida to her feet and the two walked to Stoick hand in hand.

They watched the dragon race, Ruffnut was the winner, due to Snotlout "accidentally" dropping the black sheep into her net.  
>"Well, that was a great race, wasn't it folks?" The crowd roared in response. "Well, I hope you have a good morning!" The villagers dispersed and Stoick turned to Hiccup and Merida. "You're leaving now, aren't you?"<br>"Yeah…" Hiccup said, rubbing the back of his head, "we're going to take off. We just have to pack up Toothless and we'll be in Scotland by noon."  
>"Okay, be careful son. You don't know what's in those woods."<br>"I know dad, I'll be fine. I promise." Stoick patted Hiccups shoulder and moved closer to Merida.  
>"Take care of him… He gets… headstrong." Merida smiled.<br>"A will." Stoick smiled down at the girl and embraced her. Merida's eyes widened and she smiled halfway through it and wrapped her arms around the large man. They pulled away and gave each other knowing nods and they went their separate ways.

Hiccup tightened the straps on Toothless, making sure the bags and pillows wouldn't fall off midflight. Hiccup mounted Toothless and Merida climbed on behind him.  
>"You ready?"<br>"As ready as A'll ever be." Hiccup chuckled and they took off into the sky, the pink had faded and a brilliant blue sky enveloped them. They flew over the sea, the fog still sticking to the clapping waves. Merida took a deep breath, taking in the familiar smell of salt water. She closed her eyes and imagined sitting on the docks, waiting for the letters from Hiccup. As they flew higher the salty smell dissipated and was replaced with the smell of rain. Merida opened her eyes and smiled at the cotton candy clouds around her. She sat up a little straighter and looked all around her. She smiled as she saw bright green trees poking up from the clouds. She grinned when she saw her family flag flying high in their view.

When they landed Merida took off like a bat out of hell. She ran through the double doors of the castle, her feet clipping against the stone floors. She burst through the doors of the throne room.  
>"Merida! A princess never gallivants into a room. She enters with dignity and gra- oompf!" Merida gripped her mother in a bone crushing hug. Elinor smiled and patted her daughters back and squeezed her back.<br>"A missed ya mum!"  
>"A missed ya too dear." Just then, Hiccup walked in with Fergus.<br>"LOOK WHAT A FOUND IN THA' YARD ELINOR!" Merida and Elinor separated and Merida ran into her father's out stretched arms. Hiccup walked to Elinor's side with his arms crossed. He leaned over to his soon to be mother-in- law and smiled.  
>"Well, we'll defiantly be visiting frequently." Elinor shook her head and laughed softly.<br>"Aye, that ya will." Hiccup nodded his head and walked back outside with Merida and her parents.

When they made it outside they all laughed at the sight in front of them. The triplets had undone all of the belts and straps on Toothless, except for his saddle, and all of the bags were thrown everywhere. They were now investigating the black, cat-like dragon. Toothless was sitting on his back legs, with an exceptionally bored look on his face. Harris was hanging off of his neck, Hubert was trying-and failing- to lift up Toothless's tail, and Hamish was trying desperately to open Toothless's mouth. Fergus was rolling with laughter and when he caught his breath he called out,

"Welcome to the family!"

Happy New Years! I'd like to say thank you to all the people who have commented. And now, it's time to personally thank you.  
>- I'm sorry for the inconvenience, but I'm glad you like the story.<br>Momijifan Low-Ki- Thank you! And I know it's been a while since I posted that chapter. I've been busy. It's my senior year, and I was in a college class. Now that I'm on break I'm still focusing on graduating and finding a job. I'll try my best to write more(:  
>- Oh, I will(: thank you for your support<br>TheChickWithTheAwesomeUsername – Yes. Very much so.  
>xXTigress1776Xx – Defiantly not. I'm going to try and update more often, but I don't like posting chapters less than 1,000 words.<p>

Alrighty then! Keep commenting on it! I love getting comments! Alright people, time to work on chapter five! Into the woods we go(;


	5. Chapter 5

Hiccup and Merida spent a few hours with her parents before they set out into the woods. Fergus made sure they had enough fire wood, and Elinor made sure they had a cart to carry their things. They hooked the cart to Angus and made their way deep into the woods. Merida smiled at the familiar sounds and smells that she was surrounded in. She was eager to show Hiccup her neck of the woods. It was going to be a trip to remember.

They kept walking, Merida leading Angus and Hiccup trailing behind with Toothless. The dragon heard something snap in the bushes besides him and jumped into the air, letting out a yowl of a roar. Merida turned and gave the dragon a strange look and giggled when she saw Toothless. His back was arched and he was standing on his claws. Smoke rolled out of his mouth as he growled at the shadows. Hiccup rubbed Toothless' head and calmed him down. When Toothless was finished with his episode, they continued their journey into the woods.  
>Finally, after what seemed like hours, they made it to the circle of stones. Merida took a deep breath and stepped into the circle. A jolt of electricity went through Merida, but she ignored it and continued to the center of the circle. Hiccup eyed the stones, unsure of what he was going to do. Toothless bobbed his head and jumped past the stones into the center with Merida and Hiccup let out a sigh and fallowed his dragon. They unhitched the wagon from Angus set up their tent. Hiccup unpacked the wagon as Merida started a fire. It got dark fast, and Merida and Hiccup sat on the ground slowly turning fish on a spoke. Toothless sat, half a fish sticking out of his mouth. He looked at Hiccup and Merida, cocked his head to the side and slurped down the rest of the fish. Hiccup shook his head as Merida chortled and leaned back on her elbows.<br>"So, what do you want to do in the morning?"  
>"Mmmm… A have no clue."<br>"Sooo… we're winging it?"  
>"Yep!" Hiccup shook his head and pulled the fish off the fire. He split the stick in half once it cooled down and handed it to Merida. The two ate in comfortable silence, enjoying each other's company. Merida let out a long yawn and stretched her arms over her head.<br>"Am ur going ta bed Hiccup." Merida rose to her feet, and brushed herself off. Hiccup looked at her and smiled.  
>"I'll go to bed in a little bit."<br>"Alright. See you soon…" Merida bit her lip, nervous about sleeping in the same tent with her "fiancé". Hiccup nodded and watched Merida disappear into the tent. Hiccup let out a deep sigh and fell onto his back. Toothless walked up to him and wined, cocking his head to the side.

"I know I shouldn't be this nervous bud. It's just different." Toothless gave him a, "I really don't believe you, you'll be fine", look and huffed a puff of smoke in Hiccup's face. Hiccup coughed, waving the smoke from his face. Toothless let out a throat noise that sounded like a laugh and Hiccup couldn't help but smile.  
>When the smoke cleared, floating inches above Toothless' head was a little blue light.<br>"What is that?" Hiccup stood up, and leaned forward. It seemed to be whispering to him. Hiccup reached up to touch the little light.  
>"Hiccup!" Merida was at his side, gripping his arm. Her hair was in a long braid, she was wearing a wool nightgown and leather slippers. "Come with me." The wisp above Toothless' head disappeared and another one was on the ground behind him. Toothless turned around and hissed at it. Merida darted into the forest, as wisp after wisp appeared in front of them.<p>

"What are those?" Hiccup yelled to Merida.  
>"They're Will-o-the-Wisps. They lead yah to yer fate!" And with that Merida's pace quickened and Hiccup found himself being dragged over logs, through bushes, and under tree branches. Merida's grip on his hand never loosened. The little blue lights led them to a large cave. A single wisp floated by the entrance to the cave, and Merida looked at Hiccup.<br>"Wha' dae ya think is in there?"  
>"I don't know… But we're going to find out." Hiccup straightened his back and took Merida's hand, leading her to the entrance. Hiccup walked into the cave and looked around. He slowly made his way into the depths, being careful not to make a noise. The rounded a corner, and that's when they saw it. Sleeping in a burning red bed of coals sat the most beautiful dragon Merida had ever seen. It was sleek, with a long, dark grey body. A few whiskers hung from its speckled chin. On the back of each claw the speckling continued. The dragon rolled over, and showed the sky blue underbelly, and neck. Hiccup took a step toward the dragon.<p>

The dragon woke startled from a crackling of a misplaced foot. Hiccup grimaced and tried to duck for cover, but it was too late, the dragon already saw him. It stood up, feathers standing erect on the base of its head. Brilliant blue eyes scanned the cave, looking for the intruder. A roar erupted from its mouth that sent a shiver down Merida's spine. Hiccup darted to the middle of the cave with Merida. He drew his sword from its place and light it on fire. He waved it in front of the dragon's face, enticing it to calm down. When the dragon was calmed, and swaying with the sword from side to side, Hiccup clicked a button, releasing a gas around them in a circle on the floor. He sparked his sword and the gas ignited. The dragon was startled, but complacent. Hiccup placed his hand palm out in front of him, and the dragon slowly placed its snout on his hand. Slowly Hiccup replaced his hand with Merida's. The dragon seemed a bit troubled, but soon relaxed under her warm touch. Merida smiled at the dragon, and slowly with her other hand found a spot behind its small ear. She scratched, and the dragon fell to its side and let out a groan. Hiccup looked at Merida, who was staring at the dragon in awe and amazement.  
>"How'd you do that?"<br>"Angus likes to be scratched there. A just guessed." Merida breathed out, still looking at the dragon in front of her. "Have you seen anything like it?"  
>"No… It's amazing though. It's beautiful."<br>"She."  
>"What?"<br>"It's a she. She is beautiful."  
>"How do you know?"<br>"A just dae." Merida eyed the dragon, who looked up to the redhead in confinement as to why she stopped scratching. Merida smiled and began scratching the dragon's head and Hiccup watched in amazement at how accepting this dragon was. The feathers flattened on her head and the dragon purred as Merida scratched under her chin. Merida pulled away and placed her forehead on the dragons, looking into her eyes.  
>"Bonnie."<br>"What?"  
>"Bonnie. Beautiful. That's her name." Merida turned to Hiccup and grinned. Hiccups heart melted a little and he nodded his head. Merida walked around the large cave, seeing if Bonnie would follow. Of course she did, and soon enough they were leading Bonnie back to camp. They broke through the brush and Toothless bowed down, growling. Bonnie's feathers perked up and a plume of smoke rose up. They circled each other, one sizing the other up. Suddenly both dragons bobbed their heads at each other, and ran around, bounding through bushes, jumping from tree branch to tree branch. Merida yawned and smacked her lips.<br>"Tha' was fun." Hiccup chuckled and nodded his head.  
>"We found what we were looking for. Maybe she can take us to the nest…" Hiccup said hopefully. Merida nodded slowly.<br>"Am A going ta learn how ta ride her?"  
>"Yes. We can work on all that tomorrow. We'll get you a proper saddle when we get back to Berk."<br>"Okay Hiccup." Merida grabbed his hand and led him into the tent. "It's time ta go ta bed." Hiccup swallowed hard and nodded his head. Merida stepped behind a curtain so Hiccup could change. When he was done, Merida peeked her head through.  
>"Good." She crawled under the blankets and laid down. Hiccup slowly crawled in beside her and lay there, staring at the ceiling listening to Merida's breathing even out. He rolled onto his side and looked at the red-head sleeping next to him. He smiled and lightly brushed a hair from Merida's face, drawing a moan from her sleeping form. Hiccup sighed as his smile widened.<br>"If this is going to be how I sleep for the rest of my life, I'll die a happy man…" Hiccup whispered to the empty air. He closed his eyes, and drifted into a dragon filled slumber.


	6. Chapter 6

Sunlight filtered through the canvas tent. Merida buried her face deeper into her pillow and let out a low grumble. Suddenly her pillow rumbled and she was jostled out of her fuzzy, half asleep state. She pushed herself up on her forearms and instantly flushed. That wasn't her pillow.  
>"Good morning." Hiccup chirped, a giant smile gracing his chiseled face. His hair was defying gravity, and there were dried drool stains on the corners of his mouth. Merida felt her heartbeat quicken. She swore, if he could hear it she'd pitch herself off the side of The Fire Falls.<br>"'Mornin'" Merida muttered, still flushed. Hiccup shook his head and Merida felt something tighten around her waist. She looked down to find Hiccup's arm wrapped around her and his hand resting on her hip.  
>'When'd that get there?' Merida thought to herself. She chewed her bottom lip. 'When did A become so nervous?' A small voice in the back of her head echoed, 'When yah started talking to him yah div(idiot).' Merida scrunched up her face and looked up into the green eyes that made her heart melt. He looked at her expectantly and she realized that he had asked her a question.<br>"What did yah say? Am ur sorry. A was thinkin' about something." Hiccup smiled.  
>"I asked what you want to do today. Are you up for training Bonnie?"<br>"Yes!" Merida shot up and Hiccup laughed. Merida went behind the curtain to get dressed. She stepped out, wearing a Viking like ensemble. She wore light brown, fuzzy low rise boots and dark brown pants that clung to her legs, and a dark grey armored skirt like the one Astrid wears. A thick, light brown belt wrapped around her waist with Emerald spikes jutting off of it. She wore a long sleeved blue green shirt that was tucked under her belt and brown arm guards. Grey shoulder armor glinted in the light. She clutched her bow in one hand and her quiver hung from her hand behind her back. She smiled at Hiccup, a small flush under the constellation of freckles that dusted her cheeks and nose. Hiccup smiled and walked up to her.  
>"You're beautiful…" He whispered huskily. Then he did the unthinkable. His lips crashed against hers. Merida was stunned for a second, but soon her lips melted against his and she wrapped her arms around his neck and pulled him closer. Hiccup buried his hands in her hair, slightly gripping it. Merida let out a soft moan and she pressed against him and he wrapped his arms tightly around her waist. They were so lost in each other they didn't notice when they wound up on the blankets that served as their bed. Hiccup lay over Merida, lips still connected. He kissed the edge of her mouth and slowly made his way down her shoulder, fallowing the path of freckles. He made it to her shoulder and lightly nipped, causing Merida to let out a loud moan. Hiccup took a ragged breath and made his way back to her lips, but Merida wasn't going to have any of that. She sat up quickly and pushed him down on his back, lips never parting. Hiccup's eyes widened but they soon closed in delight when Merida nipped her way down his neck. He let out a low, guttural moan and Merida smiled against his skin. She made her way slowly up his neck and kissed her way across her collarbone and up the other side. Hiccup took a ragged breath as she found a spot, just under his ear, that drove him crazy. Hiccup sat up, panting, and looked at Merida's flushed face as she breathed deeply.<br>"I- I think we should stop." Hiccup breathed out between pants. Merida nodded her head and they both rose to their feet. Merida traced circles on the ground with the toes of her shoes. Hiccup smiled and wrapped an arm around her waist. "Don't think you did anything wrong okay? It's just… if we kept going I don't know what would have happened. And I don't want to rush into anything. I want to treat you right." Merida looked up at him, eyes sparkling with unshed tears. It was like he read her mind.  
>"A just… A know Hiccup." Hiccup placed a soft kiss on her forehead then the tip of her nose, which caused her to giggle slightly.<br>"Now come on, it's time to train your dragon." Hiccup said, and he placed his old helmet on Merida's head.

Hours had passed and Merida had gotten to know Bonnie. She was strange, she liked eels. She didn't like water, as it caused her head feathers to go wonky. Her feathers helped her feel drops in pressure and helped her sense movements around her. She preferred to be in trees than on the ground. She ate rabbits and animals like that more than she did fish, which might cause a problem with living on an island. There was a spot on her side she loved to have scratched. She was mild-mannered, but had a big attitude. It was her way, or the highway. Which made Hiccup believe that this dragon was truly Merida's dragon. They were meant to find each other.

Now the sun was beginning to set, and Merida had Bonnie's trust.  
>"Now, try and see if she'll let you mount her." Merida bit her lip and nodded her head. She placed a soft hand on Bonnie's forehead and slowly dragged it around her head. She whispered to Bonnie. Slowly and deliberately, Merida climbed onto Bonnie's back. The dragon turned around and looked back at Merida. Merida patted Bonnie's back and scratched the spot on her side. Bonnie purred in content and Merida smiled. Hiccup got on Toothless, and stood him by Bonnie, who was a head taller. Merida looked down at Hiccup and he nodded. He shot up into the sky, still under the tops of the trees.<br>"Come on Bonnie! Let's go! Uhmm…" She bit her lip in frustration. "Gie it laldy!" Bonnie shot into the sky. Merida wrapped her arms around her neck and screeched with the unexpected movement. When Bonnie stopped and hovered with Toothless and Hiccup Merida straightened out and patted Bonnie on the head. "Good lassie!" Hiccup smiled.  
>"Do you want to fly? Or do you want to call it a night?"<br>"A want ta fly!" Her blue eyes sparkled with determination and she stared down Hiccup. He nodded and off they went. Bonnie fallowed Toothless for the first half hour. Hiccup explained to Merida what the different leans meant. Forward faster, backward up, left, right. Merida got the commands down, and soon enough Merida and Bonnie were gliding through the air. They twisted and turned. Hiccup helped her figure out how to do a barrel roll, and soon enough that's all Merida wanted to do. She pushed her boundaries. She figured out that if she leaned back far enough that Bonnie would do a backflip, and so Merida looped through the air.  
>"Let's get higher!" Hiccup called out, and the four of them pushed on higher. They popped through the clouds, wisps of condensation parted and flowed around them. Hiccup looked at Merida and caught his breath. She looked just like a princess should. Drops of water coated her hair and in the setting sun they shone like crystals. She sat straight, head up and shoulders back. She looked regal and elegant. Hiccup felt like he couldn't breathe.<br>"Hiccup?" He shook his head, swallowing the lump in his throat.  
>"Yes?"<br>"Are yah okay?"  
>"Yeah, I'm fine." The sun dipped beneath the horizon and the clouds started turning blue. Hiccup lead Bonnie and Merida back down to the camp. Bonnie and Toothless curled together on a permanently scorched earth in the middle of the ring of stones. Hiccup and Merida sat around the small fire, Merida mixing something in a bowl. She cut a rabbit in chunks and mixed it together in the bowl. She took two rocks, and cleaned them off and then placed them close to the fire. She set the chunks of rabbit on them and a sizzling sound filled the quite air.<br>"It's eerie here."  
>"Wha' dae yah mean?"<br>"It's never loud here. Everywhere else is filled with noise, but the second you step into this circle of rocks… It's silent."  
>"Mah mum would tell me stories, and lore about this place. She used ta say et's where the fae live."<br>"Fae?"  
>"Aye. Wee people, no bigger than yer little finger. They control everything in nature. They're the reason the flowers bloom, and why water makes rainbows when the light hits et. They help bend the stalks of flowers ta get sunlight. She also said that this is where the Will-O-The-Wisps reside."<br>"The… wisps… The blue things that lead us to Bonnie?"  
>"Aye. It's more common. The wisps are spirits that could never really cross over. They're stuck in a different realm than we are. They can see our fate before we can. If we're lucky, they might help us. They sit here, and they whisper. That's why et needs to be so quite. They need to concentrate on everyone's lives. And when they think that you're ready fer yer fate, they whisper louder, their voices become blue. You need to have an ear fer them. If not, yah could miss out. When Mor'du died, I saw his spirit. Et turned into a wisp and thanked me. He thanked me. If et wasn't fet mah mum, we both would be bears. Many think that I was cursed, but really I was saved. I learned a valuable lesson." Merida leaned to drag the rocks out, their rabbit done.<br>"And what was that?" Hiccup asked, his eyes wide. Merida leaned close to him.  
>"I gotta' fight fer what I love." And she kissed him lightly. It only lasted a second, but it held millions of unspoken words.<p>

When they were finished eating, the duo walked into the tent. They laid down and slipped under the blankets. Hiccup lay on his back, and Merida snuggled into his side. He wrapped an arm protectively around her and then flipped to his side. He laid his other arm on her hip and ran his fingers though her hair. Soon Merida was asleep, and so was Hiccup. That night, he dreamed of Merida, no bigger than his pinky, bending flowers, waking up small animals in the spring. Being the princess he sees her as.  
>*************************************************************************************<p>

The week flew by. Merida and Bonnie bonded just as quick as Hiccup and Toothless. They spent most of their time in the air, Merida learning all the tricks of the trade. At nights around the fire Hiccup would teach Merida about all of the dragons. They would read from the book and then he would quiz Merida before bed. They hunted and flew through the woods, finding small things to do. The last day they made a stop at Fire Falls and drank from the raging waters. They stopped at the castle, and dropped off Angus. They thanked Merida's parents for the cart and they showed off Bonnie.  
>"We're defiantly coming back. And maybe next time you guys can come back with us. We could give the boys some dragons all their own." Hiccup pointed to the three boys, now jumping back and forth between Toothless and Bonnie. Elinor looked at Hiccup with a wary expression.<br>"And just how big are these dragons you want ta give mah boys?" Hiccup held his hands up to about the size of a small dog.  
>"They're called Terrible Terrors!" Merida piped up from her dad's side. "It's a perfect fit for those three." They all stopped what they were doing and ran to their sister. They hugged her and smiled up at her. "Awe. I can't stay mad at you three." The giggled and ran away, leaving Merida wary. "Hey! Give me back my arrows yah little divs!" She chased after the three boys for ten minutes before she got them back. Too soon they had to leave. They packed all of their things back on Toothless and were off to Berk.<p>

Hiccup flew down to the middle of the village, people crowded around him, asking him questions about his journey. That's when Astrid pushed her way to the front of the crowd.  
>"What, did the princess stay home? Not cut out for Viking life, is she?" Hiccup opened his mouth to answer her, when a roar sounded from above them. The villagers were silent, and when Merida stepped off the dragon cheers erupted. Fishlegs was the first to go to Bonnie, examining her.<br>"She's beautiful! Hiccup, please tell me you put her in the book!"  
>"Yes Fishlegs." Hiccup droned from his left side.<br>"You're going to let me examine her closer, right?"  
>"Aye Fishlegs." Merida deadpanned from his right.<br>"And you're going to let me-"  
>"Yes Fishlegs!"<br>"Aye Fishlegs!" They yelled in unison. Fishlegs smiled and turned his attention back to Bonnie. Astrid huffed from behind them.  
>"She's not that great…" Bonnie turned to face her and blew a puff of smoke in her face. Astrid sputtered and everyone laughed. Astrid gritted her teeth. She stomped away seething. Merida couldn't help but feel, in the pit of her stomach, that she wasn't going to have very much fun with Astrid.<p>

Alright people. There are some questions about Bonnie that I would like to clarify, if you didn't read my comment. Bonnie is a Scottish dragon. She's completely made up. I was going to use Scottish lore, but I couldn't find any about dragons. So I created Bonnie. She has feathers because she lives in a different terrain than the dragons on Berk. While they live in more rocky land, Bonnie has lived in the lush forest. So her feathers make her look like a bird in a tree, or bush. I also made up the story about the Wisps. The story about the Fae was told to me by my grandma. So I hope you liked this chapter, please review! It gives me so much more motivation to write longer chapters! I'm sorry that my chapters have been pretty short lately. I've had a lot of class work. I was sick for a week, and I missed a lot of tests and school work. I also added some phrases and words that are often used in Scotland. That phrase Merida yelled at Bonnie to get her to fly means to do something with gusto. The cover photo for this story is what Bonnie is supposed to look like, so if you want a visual, there you go. I've also drawn out some of Merida's outfits, and will try and figure out how to post the links here so you can see them. If anyone knows how to do that, it'd be awesome if you told me that secret! SO. Hopefully I'll be able to write more! Alright you lovely people, review the story, tell me what you think! So. Hope you like it!


	7. Chapter 7

Hiccup led Merida to Gobbers shop. The stout man was working on a replacement tooth for a Monstrous Nightmare, clanking away at the long piece of sharpened metal. He looked up as he heard the signature 'thump-clank' of Hiccups footsteps.  
>"Hiccup! You're back!"<br>"Yep! We brought you a new patient back too. But she needs a welcome home present first." Hiccup said as he slipped the dirty apron on over his head. Merida looked at him quizzically as he went to a large wheel of thick, brown leather.  
>"Wha' are yah doin Hiccup?"<br>"I'm making Bonnie a saddle. It'll be easier for you to ride her then."  
>"Oh…" Merida quietly looked around the shop. She walked around the inside. She took in every hammer, every lever, and every material. Merida didn't notice the huge, sleeping dragon on the floor and nearly landed on her bum, if not for a strategically placed table. This situation obviously happened on a regular basis.<br>"Grump! What have I said about laying in the middle of the walk way?" Gobber chided the large dragon who, in turn, flipped on his side and grumbled.  
>"The first person to ask for you, you're going! I can't take this Grumpy." Said dragon shot a ball of fire to keep the small hearth light, and Gobber shook his head and continued to clang away. Hiccup took out a piece of paper with Bonnies' measurements on it. He drew a pattern on the leather and yelled over his shoulder,<br>"Is there anything you want special on your saddle?"  
>"A would like a spot for mah bow, and somewhere fer extra arrows. A would also like a lot of pockets and compartments… Is tha' too much?"<br>"Not at all." Hiccup flashed Merida a smile and a wink, which caused the young woman's ears to burn.

After fifteen minutes of watching Hiccup cut, fold, sew, and many other tasks Merida couldn't possibly imagine doing, she wondered off. Soon, she found that her feet carried her to her new home. She went inside, grabbed her bow and quiver full of arrows, and made her way around the town. She found herself standing in front of the circular arena. She walked in, staring up at the pieced together, twisted metal ceiling. It did little to protect the inside from the elements, but snow probably wasn't hard to get rid of here, what with all the fire breathing dragons. Merida set her bow and quiver in the center of the arena and began opening all the doors that lined the walls. She smiled when she found what she was looking for, a stack of targets, in the back corner of a large storage room. She dragged them out and set them up around the arena. She placed one on the door where she got the targets from, she set one behind her, one at the highest spot she could reach off to her left, and one on a barrel to her right. She began to look around. She wanted to get a target or two on the ceiling above her. Bonnie was with Hiccup, and she really didn't want to walk all the way back to Gobbers' shop, and she hadn't mastered Bonnies' call yet. Merida sighed as she looked around the large area. She spotted a cape and smiled. She tied a piece of rope around the target and tied it around her waist. She grabbed the cape and swirled it around, coiling it into a tight twist. Merida slipped out of her shoes and climbed on a barrel. She wrapped the cape around a piece of the metal and started climbing her way to the top. It was just like climbing a tree. Merida smiled when she reached the top. She wrapped her legs around the metal, as much as she could and untied the rope around her waist with one hand. Then she set the target flush against the metal and tied it tightly in place. Merida started her decent back down the metal when she was startled.  
>"Merida!" She snapped her head up, and her foot slipped. Now she was dangling in the air gripping the cape for dear life. In a flash, Hiccup was up there on Toothless.<br>"A had et. Really I did Hiccup."  
>"Oh, so when you're hanging in the air, that means you've got it?"<br>"No Hiccup. A really did have et. You surprised me is all." Merida grumbled and folded her arms across her chest. Hiccup landed Toothless and gave his fiancée a hard stare. After a few minutes of staring at her, and checking to make sure she was okay, Hiccup finally looked to see why she was up there in the first place.  
>"A target! You risked your life for a target?"<br>"Like A said before. A. Had. et." Merida turned around, her hands on her hips.  
>"Trouble in paradise?" A voice sounded from behind them, dripping with sarcasm, which made Merida narrow her eyes at the ground.<br>"No." She said as she turned to glare at Astrid. "A was just about ta practice." Merida picked up her bow and strung her quiver across her back. Merida hoisted her bow, and placed the arrow on the string. She pulled back the string to her anchor point, right under her chin. She released the string and the arrow shot out, it went flying dead center of the bullseye. She pulled another arrow from her quiver and readied it. Merida flowed seamlessly as she repeated the steps. Hiccup and Astrid watched in awe as she hit dead center of every target, every time. Arrows split down the middle, and soon, Merida was out of arrows in her quiver. She huffed as she set down her equipment. She pulled out every arrow that she could use, except the one in the ceiling, and brushed past Hiccup and Astrid.  
>"A need more arrows." And with that, the door slammed behind her.<br>*************************************************

Merida sat on her bed. She was still furious at Hiccup. Had she not proven in the past that she was more than capable to handle herself? She had bested him many times. And not only him, but every man who had tried to win her hand. Who was he to tell her it was unsafe. Well… it was pretty unsafe. If she had slipped, she probably wouldn't get to see the day she became Merida Haddock… But that was completely beside the point. He didn't trust her. And that hurt more than anything.

So Merida stayed in bed the rest of the morning. She had tried to go to sleep, but all that she could do was stair at the ceiling and count the pieces of straw. On number 343, she heard Stoick come in. On number 548 he left. She never said a word, and neither had he. But in the pit of her stomach, she knew that Hiccup had already told him what happened.

*After Merida left*  
>Hiccup stood there staring at the door dumbfounded. From the corner of his eye he saw Astrid cross her arms and turn to him.<br>"I feel sorry for you tonight."  
>"What is your problem?" Hiccup yelled and turned on Astrid. She took a step back, visibly shaken by the sudden outburst. "I mean, you've been nothing but hostile since she got her. What has she done to you? Absolutely nothing! It's not like she's "competition" for you. She's marrying me. ME Astrid. Not Tuff, not Snotlout, not Fishlegs. Me. I doubt she's said more than ten words to you this entire time. And you've tried to drop a sheep on her. A FUCKING SHEEP ASTRID! What did she do to you to make you so bitter?"<br>"What hasn't she done to me? She comes here and everybody goes ga-ga over her. This stupid little princess. She took you away from me. She took my chance at actually being something here! Without you, I have no chance. You took away my first prize, being the best dragon killer. Then you kept upstaging me at dragon training." Hiccup opened his mouth to say something, but Astrid held a hand up to silence his voice. "Yeah, I get it. You've been at it longer than I have. But I don't care. Then you keep getting better than me at flying. Always have to one-up me, don't you? Now, you're in the spotlight, again, for being the one who won the unwinnable princess."  
>"I did NOT win her. She's not a prize, Astrid. She's a person. And honestly, you're jealous of her because she's got ME? After all these years, and now you finally tell me how you feel? Wait, no. You don't feel that way. You just want to be Chieftess." Astrid didn't say anything, but her face twisted into an unreadable expression. "Yeah. That's it. Well get over it Astrid. Merida is here. She's going to be my wife. I love her. Something you would never understand." Hiccup turned on his heel and ran through the doors. Astrid shook her head and wiped her eyes.<br>"If only you knew how wrong you are…"

Hiccup ran through the village, but she was nowhere to be found. Bonnie was at Gobber's shop, getting casts made of her teeth. Hiccup had looked in three of the four places she knew how to get to, and he was on his way back to his house when his dad stopped him.  
>"What's going on son?"<br>"Merida is upset with me. And I kind of deserve it, but I was worried about her." Stoick looked at his son straight faced then laughed, a deep, hearty, belly jiggling laugh. Hiccup looked up at his father, confusion written all over his face. Stoick shook his head and clapped Hiccup on the shoulder.  
>"I promise that it's going to be okay. What happened son?"<br>"Well, I was making Bonnie's saddle and she walked off. Which is understandable. When I found her, she was halfway up one of the pieces of the ceiling of the arena, hanging. I thought she fell. So I rushed up to her on Toothless, and got her down, and she was angry with me. Then Astrid came in and said something stupid to her and made everything worse. She shot her arrows, which was amazing. She went through thirty in about three minutes. But anyway. So she storms off and I just. I don't know what to do. What if she decides to go back home?" Stoick shook his head.  
>"Listen son, it takes a long time to understand women. Each one is different. But I know you know her well enough that you know what to do. You should probably give her some space. When she's ready, she'll talk to you. It's going to be okay." Stoick clapped his son on his back again, and the two went off to monitor construction on the new building for Hiccup and Merida.<br>*************************************************************

Merida calmly walked through the village, smiling as she saw all the bright faces. Those who saw her waved, and she waved back with a smile and a 'hello'. She finally found her way to the Great Hall for lunch, and she walked around the edges of the room. She made her way to an empty half of a table. She saw the slumped shoulders and wild hair. She'd spot that braid anywhere. She slid next to him, and elbowed him in the ribs. He jerked upright, his head snapping to her.  
>"A-" She was cut off by Hiccup folding her into his arms. His hand found the back of her head and pushed her face into his shoulder like she was something precious he'd lost and finally found.<br>"Listen, I'm so sorry. I know you can handle yourself, but when I saw you up there, all I could think about was you falling and me not getting there soon enough to catch you. I don't know what I'd do if you got hurt when I could do something about it."  
>"Hiccup, Am ur sorry. A just… A got so angry that you didn't believe that A can take care of mahself, that A forgot that it was a pretty big deal. If A was to find yah like that, A probably woulda' freaked out too." She kissed his cheek and smiled at him, her azure eyes glittering in the dim lights of the torches. Hiccup leaned down and watched as Merida's eyes fluttered shut. He kept leaning in, wanting nothing more than to feel the silk of her lips against his.<br>"Ew! Gross!" Ruffnut sat down across from them, knocking the table around as she did. Not far behind her was Tuff.  
>"Really, you guys should do that at home. No one wants to see that here." Snotlout fallowed behind, catching Hiccup on the shoulder with a rough hand.<br>"Way to go slugger. Get it!"  
>"Guys. They're going to be married. I don't see any of you with someone. Let them kiss… It's only human." Everyone sighed at Fishlegs' comment and Hiccup and Merida scooted away from each other. The lunch was served, and everyone pretty much ran to the food table.<p>

As Merida crunched on her nuts and berries, she noticed Astrid was nowhere to be found. She scanned the room to no avail. She wrapped a turkey leg up in a napkin, and also added some nuts, and berries and tucked it way. She stood up from her seat, which caused Hiccup to look up to her in surprise.  
>"Where are you going?"<br>"Am ur going to go check out the forest."  
>"Do you want me to come with you?"<br>"Nay. Am ur gonna go with Bonnie."  
>"Okay. Have fun." Hiccup said and waved goodbye.<p>

Merida found Bonnie at Gobber's wearing her new saddle. Merida smiled and mounted the dragon, noting how different it was to have a saddle. It sure beat riding bare-back. Merida flew Bonnie high into the sky, and started to circle the tops of the trees. She saw a small clearing in the trees and decided to land. She smiled when she saw who she was looking for. Her blonde hair was in a loose braid. She clutched an axe in her hands, swinging it at the thick trees. She yelled every time she made contact, and with her yells, she didn't notice Merida had landed behind her. She sat on Bonnie and searched for what she thought was probably there. She smiled when she found a spare bow in a crease of her saddle, and extra arrows from a pouch. She took one out, drew it back and released it into the tree Astrid was destroying. She whipped around, and glared at the red head in front of her.  
>"What do <em>you<em> want?"  
>"You missed lunch."<br>"So?"  
>"You can't skip lunch. You need ta eat."<br>"I'm fine."  
>"Whatever you say." Merida tossed her the food filled napkin and Astrid's stomach growled with delight. "Not hungry, huh?" Astrid shot her a death glare and tore into the turkey leg.<br>"Why are you being nice to me?"  
>"Am ur asking mahself the same question." Then it was silence. Five minutes passed by, and Astrid and Merida stood in awkward silence. "Why are you so crabbit?"<br>"So, what?"  
>"Crabbit, bad tempered, mean."<br>"I'm not mean." Astrid huffed.  
>"Coulda' fooled me." Merida said, locking eyes with Astrid. Astrid sighed. She knew she had to give it up.<br>"Look. All my life I've had to fight to be something. I've had to prove myself to my family before they loved me. No one cared about me, until I was great. Now that dragons are our friends, don't get me wrong I love Stormfly to a fault, but now I'm nothing. Hiccup has all the glory, the fame. It's impossible to get any recognition here. Then he goes and wins a fucking princess! I was in the running to become Chieftess, but now you've got it. Hiccup is off the market. I know that it sounds selfish, but really it's not. I've really taken a liking to Hiccup, and I've always had the comfort of knowing he's open and there when I'm ready. But now he's not. Now he's happy, and I'm alone. I hate this feeling. I can't stand it. And I guess I took it out on you. And that shouldn't have happened. I'm an adult. I know it's wrong. So, I'm sorry." Merida nodded.  
>"Yah know, A've had ta fight ta get recognition too. Like yah said, Hiccup WON me. A had ta fight mah whole life ta have a chance ta be mah own person. You've been yer own person yer entire life. A had ta fight my family fer them ta see that A am a person with feelings, and emotions of mah own. A nearly lost mah family. No, A don' know what et's like to fight ta be loved, but A dae know what et's like to lose everythin'. A may be a princess, but A didn't ask fer et. A didn't ask fer any of et. A didn't know A'd fall in love with Hiccup, especially the first time A saw him." Merida added the last part under her breath. Astrid laughed and Merida smiled. The two girls looked at each other and nodded. In that moment, the two girls understood each other.<br>"So, do you wanna practice?" Merida grinned at the girl and grabbed her arrows. This was going to be a great afternoon.

Soooo…. I flipped the picture of Bonnie as the Cover Photo, and you can defiantly see her. I really hope you guys like this chapter, I know the beginning isn't that great, but yeah… Tell me what you guys think about Astrid and Merida being friends! The story is approaching the time frame of the second How to Train Your Dragon. All the stuff that happened in the movie will be the same, save for all the Hicstrid. Thank you so much for all your reviews, and thank you for your help with the photo links(: Super appreciated. Alrighty then faithful readers, read on!


	8. Chapter 8

Merida and Astrid practiced for hours. The sun hung low in the sky, and the two girls were now sitting across from each other on the ground. A shadow covered their clearing and Toothless landed next to Bonnie. Hiccup climbed off of the dark reptile.  
>"What-" he stopped, jaw slack.<br>"Wha'?"  
>"Did you think we'd kill each other?" Astrid asked, her head cocked to the side.<br>"Actually…"  
>"Oh ye of little faith." Merida said, shaking her head. Hiccup just stood there looking at the two girls.<br>"So, you're friends now?"  
>"I guess you could say that."<br>"We're not dropin' sheep on each other." Merida turned to Astrid and smirked.  
>"That one really was an accident. Snotlout was being an ass." She held her hands up in a defensive motion which pulled a snort from Merida's throat. Hiccup sighed and he ran his hand through his shaggy hair.<br>"What am I going to do now that you're friends?" He muttered under his breath. Merida climbed onto Bonnie and offered Astrid a hand. Astrid climbed onto Bonnie and smiled at Hiccup.  
>"A don' know. But let's have fun with et." Merida shot off into the sky, leaving a flabbergasted Hiccup in her wake. He let out a huge sigh and thrust his arms down to his side in exasperation.<br>"Odin's tit."

A month had passed since Hiccup and Merida's return. Since then, Merida had been training Bonnie, learning how to ride her, and practicing her skills. At the moment, Hiccup was out riding Toothless, and she had gotten bored of watching the children try and train the Terrible Terrors. She snuck out behind Stoick's chair and around the edges of the arena, hiding behind shields and barrels. She finally made it out of the arena and to the hut. Bonnie was perched on the rooftop, neck turned to the sun and feathers standing at attention. Her eyes were closed, but when she heard the familiar footsteps of her rider her eyes popped open and her tail wiggled.  
>"Well come here then!" Merida smiled as she put her hands on her hips. Bonnie bounced off the roof and landed in front of Merida. She rubbed the dragon's neck, and scratched off some dead skin to which Bonnie let out a purr. "Wanna' find Hiccup?" Bonnie sneezed. "A knew et!" She climbed into her saddle. "Gie et laldly!" Bonnie shot into the sky and within a few minutes, they landed next to Hiccup on a new sea stack. Merida jumped off Bonnie and the dragon immediately found Toothless. They two of them ran around the sea stack, playing with sticks and chasing each other. Merida plopped down on Hiccup's right side and she leaned into him.<br>"Wacha' thinkin' about?" Hiccup rose to his feet.  
>"My dad. I was sitting at home this morning eating breakfast, when he flounces into the room." Hiccup imitated his father, lowered his voice and puffed out his chest. "Son, I couldn't be more proud of you, I couldn't ask for a better successor." Merida's mind went blank and she stood up.<br>"Hiccup, yer going to be chief? That's great!" Hiccup let out a sigh and his shoulders slumped. He sat down next to the edge and closed his eyes.  
>"That's the thing. I don't know if it is such a great thing. I don't think I can live up to his legacy." Merida sat down next to him and took his hands in hers.<br>"Et's not living up ta his legacy, but making yer own. Hiccup, everyone is proud of yah. And A know yah can do this." Merida kissed Hiccup's cheek and pulled away, a string of dragon spit clinging to her lips. She screwed up her face and wiped it off. Hiccup laughed and wrapped his arm around Merida's waist.  
>"Thank you. It's just I feel like-" Hiccup's eyes narrowed when he looked into the distance, "there's something out there."<br>"There's always something out there. Yah just have to find et."  
>"No, Mer. I mean there's really something out there." Hiccup pointed to the horizon where plumes of smoke were rising above the trees. The duo got on their dragons and fallowed the smoke. Merida watched the trees below her turn from lush and green to black and ash covered. Not only that, but when they got closer to the cliff side and the water, the ash turned to ice. Merida gasped. She'd never seen anything like it. Then,<br>"Hiccup! Look out!" A net whizzed by Hiccup and the two dodged the other nets that flew their way. Hiccup landed on the ship and took out his sword. He light it on fire and the crew shrunk in on themselves.  
>"Who is the captain of this ship?" A young man stepped forward. His long hair was pulled back into a loose pony tail and he wore a fur vest and leather pants. His muscles rippled as he moved.<br>"I am! My name is Eret, son of Eret." He looked behind Hiccup and smiled when he saw Merida. "Well hello there." Merida glared at the man who winked her way. Hiccup humphed and Eret's attention was now back on the angry man.  
>"What are you doing?"<br>"My job. Why are you here dragon rider? First it was your friend with the ice spitting dragon, and now you're here? Well guess what-"  
>"Ice spitting dragon. Friend? There's others?"<br>"Like you don't know dragon rider. Now, I'll be taking those dragons."  
>"No, you won't." Merida stepped up, a storm brewing in her cerulean eyes.<br>"Yes I will. I'm the best dragon trapper around. I work for Drago Bludvist. And those dragons are coming with me." He looked at Bonnie and put his hand to his chin, Bonnie's feathers stood at attention on the top of her head and a puff of smoke billowed out of her mouth.  
>"I've never seen a dragon like that one before." He turned his attention to Toothless, who growled at the man and lowered himself closer to the ground of the ship in a defensive motion.<br>"And you never will." Merida shoved Eret in the chest and he took a few steps back in astonishment.  
>"She's right. Tell your boss he can forget about our dragons." Hiccup said as he climbed onto Toothless. Merida hopped on Bonnie and the duo flew back to Berk.<br>"Just you wait! Drago will come, with his dragon army! And he'll get your precious dragons!"

Hiccup and Merida landed in front of Gobber's dentist/saddle making hut. The couple walked in and took their respective places after pushing their way through the throng of people.  
>"Hiccup! You're back! So do I have my answer?"<br>"Dad, I need to tell you something." Hiccup said as he tied the apron around his waist.  
>"It'll have to wait until tonight mah boy."<br>"Dad, It's important."  
>"Number 45!"<br>"That's me!"  
>"What do you want?"<br>"I want lots of spikes, and-" he was cut off from a glare from Merida who had hushed the entire crowd by now. Even Gobber wasn't working as they watched Hiccup try and get his dad to listen.  
>"Dad you have to listen to me. Merida and I went out and we saw smoke. We fallowed it and when we came to the cliffs there was ice everywhere. This ship was destroyed. The people on the boat are dragon trappers making a dragon army for this guy… Drago Bloodfist or something." That stopped Stoick in his tracks.<br>"No… Everyone! Round up your dragons and head for the bunker. Now!" Everyone sprang into life as they rushed through the town to get their clothes and dragons. Stoick held a brisk pace as he made his way to the bunker, Merida, Hiccup, and Gobber hanging on his coattails.

Soon everyone and their dragons were down in the bunker.  
>"What's going on?" Ruff asked as she leaned against the wall, arms crossed.<br>"Do you need something to eat my love?" Snotlout asked.  
>"Ugh. No!"<br>"Are you hot? Do you need me to fan you?"  
>"No! I need you two to <em>shut up<em>!" The two of them stood straight up and pretended to zip their lips closed. Ruff rolled her eyes as Tuff pretended to gag.  
>"Dad, what's going on?"<br>"Is this about the guy who wants to take our dragons?"  
>"Yes." Stoick began to spin the tail of Drago, the man who came in and talked with a soft voice. He told of how he wanted them to bow to him, which drew chuckles from everyone. But then things got bad. Stoick explained what went on, and how he was the only one to survive.<br>"What if I talk to him? It could keep us from war."  
>"No Hiccup, war is what he wants. There's no changing the mind of a man like that."<br>"If I could change your mind, I can change his. I know it!" Merida smiled at her Fiancé and placed a supportive hand on his shoulder.  
>"No."<br>"Yes I am." Hiccup jumped on Toothless. Merida turned to Astrid and the two nodded. Astrid mounted Stormfly and took off behind him. As Merida was about to climb into the saddle she felt a strong hand wrap around her arm.  
>"Please. Stay here. You're the next in line. I need you to watch Berk. Please." Stoick's eyes pleaded with Merida and she let out a sigh.<br>"Okay."  
>"Thank you." He turned to the village and rose his voice. "Until either Hiccup or I return, Merida is the acting Chieftess of this village. Listen to her. Do not go against her." Merida stood up straight as all the eyes turned to her and she held her head up high. Stoick turned to Merida. "Where's that ship." Merida told him, and he and Gobber were off to find Hiccup.<br>*********************************************************************

This is a chapter break, because I need to explain something. All the things that happen in How to Train Your Dragon 2 happen, except for the Hicstrid, while this chapter continues. This is what happens with Merida. Basing the events on what happened in the movie happened in three days.  
>********************************************************************************<p>

The Villagers turned to her, their eyes burning into her body.  
>"Okay. Now tha' they're gone, let's start. She turned to find Fishlegs, Ruff, Tuff, and Snotlout, but they were nowhere to be found. She groaned inwardly.<em> 'Great. Not even five minutes and A loose people.' <em>She pointed to a middle aged man with shaggy black hair. "Check the provisions. See how much food we have, and how long et will last."  
>"Yes Chieftess." He ran off. Merida pointed to well-built man a few years older than her.<br>"Check the metal supply. If yah can, have yer dragons melt down whatever yah can into sheets of metal."  
>"Yes Chieftess." Merida doled out orders and smiled when everyone was busy and occupied. About fifteen minutes later the man she sent out to count the rations returned with a dim look on his face.<br>"We have enough dry food to last us all a week. But we need meat every day."  
>"Well, tha' just means tha' A'll have ta put together a team of hunters. Does anyone here know how ta use a bow?" The man nodded.<br>"If they're done with their duties, bring them here please."  
>"Yes Chieftess." Merida smiled and turned to find Bonnie and almost knocked into a very small woman with long white hair and large eyes that sparkled with mischief.<br>"Hello." The old woman didn't say anything, but smiled up at Merida and walked away. Merida furrowed her brows in confusion, but was met with four faces of older men.  
>"You asked for us Chieftess?"<br>"Yes, A did. A hear yah know how ta use a bow. How good are yah?"  
>"We used to do all our hunting before the dragons came."<br>"Are yah still in practice?"  
>"Yes Chieftess."<br>"Good. The dragons are ta stay down here until Stoick and Hiccup return with good news. We will hunt by bow to save as much meat as we can. Dae yah understand?"  
>"Yes Chieftess." They chorused.<br>"Now, back ta what yah were doin'." They nodded and went back to work. Merida sighed as she ran her hand through her wild hair and sighed. This was going to be long, hard work.

An hour had passed and Merida had been out with the four men from before hunting, skinning their meal, and preparing it to be cooked. Now, as it set over the fire spinning on a pike, Merida finally sat down for the first time that evening. Just as she closed her eyes in contentment,  
>"Chieftess!"<br>"Just call me Merida!" She yelled as she groaned, head flung back in annoyance.  
>"Yes, Merida. Anyway, I came to tell you that the metal has been melted."<br>"Good. Tomorrow, we're going to apply et ta the houses." The man gave her a quizzical look.  
>"Why?"<br>"A know yah all love each other here, but et's only a matter of time before fights are going ta break out. Et's what family does. So Am ur planning on putting metal on the inside of the houses-"  
>"To protect them from an attack…" The man said softly, realizing just what Merida was doing. Merida nodded.<br>"A don't think yah want ta live down here fer a week. Yah'd forget what the sun looks like." They shared a chuckle and the man stood there watching her carefully. "Wha'?"  
>"It's nothing." Merida looked at the man with the look her mother had given her many times. Lips pressed into a thin line, one eyebrow raised and arms crossed across her chest. The man sighed. "It's just, we as a village were apprehensive to have you run things. You've only been a part of this village for a little over a month, but you're showing the skills of a true leader. It's just a surprise. A good one though." He added quickly.<br>"Nice save." Merida said, a smirk gracing her lips. The man chuckled nervously before he ran off.

The next day the village woke early for a meeting called by Merida.  
>"Alright. A need all of yah ta take measurements of yer houses. Without. Yer dragons."<br>"Why Chieftess?" Someone called out.  
>"A had some people melt down metal into sheets. A plan on putting metal on the inside of every house here ta keep them safe from impending attacks. From what the dragon trapper said, a dangerous man is coming, and he's going ta be looking fer dragons ta take and use fer his own purposes." Murmors flew through the crowd and Merida closed her eyes and took a deep, calming breath. "A want the dragons ta stay down here. Is tha' clear?"<br>"Yes." They voiced together.  
>"Thank yah. Now A need yah ta take measurements, and give them ta," Merida stopped as she gestured to the man, "Alvin." He nodded and Merida smiled. The day was spent on measuring and installing. By the time night had fallen, every house was safe against attack, and the village was eating in the Great Hall. There was a calm amongst the people about having their homes back, but some were angry that the dragons had to stay underground. One particular man, who looked a lot like Snotlout, called her out on it almost at dinner's end.<br>"Why can't they come out?"  
>"Am ur under direct orders from the Chief not ta let the dragons up. They could be taken, and where would Berk be then?" His mouth flopped open and closed like a fish out of water. "Exactly. If A find any dragons in the village that are above ground, A will find out who is responsible, and there will be punishment." The storm was raging behind Merida's eyes again and the man shrunk back. The lessons with her mother had paid off, and she couldn't be happier about them. Spitlout glared at the princess as he stalked off into the night. Merida's eyes narrowed at his retreating back and she sighed. She closed her eyes and silently counted to five to help calm herself.<br>"Alright everyone! Et's time ta go to bed. Please be safe, and remember, no dragons."

Spitlout lurked in the shadows of the night. He slowly snuck a path to the large doors that kept the dragons underground. Smiling to himself he opened them wide and sent a calling whistle to his dragon. Only a few came out, and Spitlout didn't see any problem with that. He smiled to his dragon and quickly made his way into his house, leaving the doors wide open.

The next morning Merida was woken violently to the sounds of booming in the distance. Her eyes shot open and she raced into the center of the village. Nothing was wrong. That's when she heard it. It sounded like a ship moving in the water, but it also had the vague sound of someone walking. Merida ran to the edge of the village, above the docks and gasped at what she saw. A giant dark grey and blue dragon was making its way quickly to Berk. Its large tusks dripped with blood, and its horns stuck out of its head at every angle. Flying behind it was a mass of dragons, swirling in the sky. Merida gulped. Before she could do anything, she saw dragons flying out of houses, and from the wide open doors from the bunker.  
>"Shit!" Merida ran back to the center of the village. The dragon lurking in the distance was now clearly visible no matter where you were in the village now. Families, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, stood in the village.<br>"Get inside!" Merida's calls fell on deaf ears as the first blast of ice hit. That's when all hell broke loose. Adults ran, some leaving their children behind. Merida scooped them up and tugged the older ones behind her as she ran. She placed them in the large house under the table. She grabbed all the pillows and blankets she could find and wrapped them around the children. She put pillows on top of their heads.  
>"Stay here. Hold each other. It's going to be okay. Hiccup will be here." The crying kids wiped their tears and nodded as Merida ran out of the house. She ran house to house, quickly instructing them what to do, and how to keep the children safe. Merida made it to where the large dragon was destroying the village and bit her lip, hard. That's when she saw them. They were back! They were trying to distract the large dragon. She ran around a house and gasped at what she saw. Riding Toothless wasn't Hiccup. It was a large man with long, greasy black hair and an equally nasty beard. Something sparkled in the sunlight and Merida realized it was his arm. Hiccup was in front of the man, riding on a small dragon. She smiled, despite the situation. He looked so funny. But now wasn't the time to be smiling. It was time for action. She watched as Hiccup talked to Toothless, and even from afar, in the quietness after destruction, she could hear the dispare in his voice.<br>"I know you didn't mean to hurt him-"  
>"Hurt who?" She did a count of people who had just flown in. There were two people she didn't recognize, and where was Stoick. Stoick. It hit her like a ton of bricks.<br>"They made you do it." They, referring to the man on Toothless now. The anger welled inside of Merida and she ran to the bunker to see if Bonnie was under the control of that man. She turned the corner, and there in the middle of the room was Bonnie. She smiled at Merida and wiggled her butt. Merida smiled and mounted the dragon.  
>"Let's go." Bonnie flew up the stairs and into the battle field. Hiccup was now on Toothless and Merida raced around to fly next to him.<br>"Hiccup!"  
>"Merida!" Merida looked into his eyes and smiled.<br>"Go get em babe." Hiccup grinned and peeled away from Merida. She was currently flying around the large dragon, trying to find her opening. And then she saw it. Drago was paying so much attention to Hiccup that she had to try. She stood on her saddle and grabbed her bow from its spot. She loaded an arrow, pulled back, and let it fly. It knocked the staff out of his hand and to the ground. He spun around but didn't see her. Instead he saw Toothless flying in. He smiled and watched as the Night Fury flew past him. Soon he saw that Toothless was empty, and Hiccup was flying past him.  
>"How?" He growled. Hiccup clicked the button on the side of his sword to release the gas, and light it. The gas burst into flames, and Hiccup smiled. But he soon realized that he might meet the same fate he had before. Toothless flew faster, and wiggled his back a little, and soon the due burst into the air above the Bewilderbeast's tail. They landed on the ground and Merida was on her way to envelop him in a hug, when the dragon burst forward, and incased Hiccup and Toothless in ice. Tears immediately fell down Merida's cheeks.<br>"HICCUP!" She turned to Drago, blood in her eyes as she climbed onto Bonnie.  
>"Merida, stop! You can't beat him!" Astrid called out.<br>"Watch me!" Merida yelled over her shoulder. She shot into the sky, and stood on her saddle. Drago laughed.  
>"You think you can stop me, little girl?"<br>"A am not a little girl. Am ur Merida DunBroch. Chieftess of Berk. And I'm going to protect this village with my life!" A silence fell over the village. All of the people who were hiding in their houses were now out in the village and watching. Drago laughed and then turned to the large dragon and began a series of yells, waving that stupid stick in the air. Merida narrowed her eyes at the man.  
>"Why isn't your dragon defying you?"<br>"Mah dragon listens ta no one but me." Merida said boldly. She drew back her arrow, when she heard a loud crack, and howl. Everyone turned to look where it came from, and standing in the air was Toothless and Hiccup, without a scratch. The dragon was glowing blue, and screaming at the larger dragon. Soon enough they were battling and Toothless was winning. He was shooting plasma blast after plasma blast.  
>"Why aren't you doing anything? Fight back!" Drago yelled at the dragon, and began waving the staff around. Toothless kept firing. The dragons that were hovering around the large beast flew behind Toothless in a protective wall.<br>"How?" Drago asked.  
>"Now do you get it? This is what it is to earn a dragons loyality!"<br>"Never!" Drago began yelling again and the Bewilderbeast started to attack. Toothless kept shooting plasma blasts, and they heard a large crack. The Bewilderbeast groaned and one of his tusks fell to the ground with an earth shattering thud. Drago yelled again, waving the staff above his head, making the dragon get up and fight more.  
>"Enough with the stick already!" Merida yelled, getting the attention of Drago. She shot her arrow through his hand, knocking the staff out. He screamed in pain and turned his attention on Merida. Toothless shot one last blast, and the rest of the dragons were fighting now. Shooting rocks, and flames, and blasts at the large dragon. Although they couldn't see him, they heard Drago yell out one more time before the Bewilderbeast sunk back into the ocean. Toothless let out a triumphant howl and the dragons fallowed suit. Dragons bowed to Toothless, who sat arrogantly in the middle of the crowd. Bonnie's feet didn't touch the ground before Merida's. The Scott ran to Hiccup and wrapped her arms around him tightly. She crushed her lips to his and tears rolled down her cheek. Hiccup pulled back and slowly wiped them away.<br>"A thought A lost yah." Merida let out a sob and buried her face into his chest. Hiccup made comforting noises into her ear and ran his fingers through his hair.  
>"But you didn't. I'm right here. And that's where I'll be forever."<br>"Marry me." Merida blurted out. Hiccup pulled her back and looked into her face.  
>"Are you serious?"<br>"As a heart attack." Hiccup grinned and picked her up by her waist and twirled her around. Merida smiled at Hiccup and she saw all the love he had for her glow in his eyes.  
>"Ahem. Aren't yah gonna' introduce me?" Hiccup set Merida down and wrapped an arm around her waist.<br>"Merida this is my mom, Val." Merida turned to Hiccup with a confused expression and the two laughed. "We'll explain later." At the mention of parents, realization hit Merida again.  
>"Is Stoick…"<br>"Yes." Val said solemnly. Merida's eyes stung. She didn't get to say goodbye.  
>"We're going to have a Viking Pyre here. And I want you to shoot the first arrow Mer." Hiccup said, squeezing Merida's hand. She nodded and swallowed the sadness. She should be happy. Everyone was back where they belonged.<p>

I'm sorry it took me so long to update, but I've had things I had to do. I hope this 4,154 word chapter makes up for it(: You guys are so great and I wouldn't have any motivation to write this without reviews. Alrighty! I'm off to make the next chapter!


	9. Chapter 9

The boat was sent out, even if it was empty, this boat held all of the emotions anyone could handle. Merida stood on the edge of the cliff, wearing a dark forest green dress, her hair rolled into a lose bun. She raised her bow and pulled back her arrow. Dipping it in oil, and then lighting it, Merida released the first arrow, which landed dead center of the boat. She dropped her bow and buried her face into Hiccups shoulder. Hiccup kissed the top of her head and traced soothing circles into her back. The rest of the village let their arrows go.

It was a few hours later, and Merida was alone on the edge of the dock, her dress pooled around her legs. She had constructed a little boat. She piled it with a few letters she had written for Stoick, put trinkets she had found in a trunk, and added a lit candle to guide it's way to the other side. She leaned over the edge and set the boat into the water. With a little nudge, the boat floated out into the open seas.  
>"Dear God, please, guide this to Stoick. I need him to know how much he affected me. He helped me make my final decision, and made me feel welcome in a strange land. I need to feel this closure." Merida kissed the tips of her index and middle finger and held them to her heart, then up to the sky, blowing softly as she did. This is what she did after every funeral. She'd go to the sands and wade into the water, not caring if she ruined the dress she was in or not. She'd send little boats off into the waters. Her mother had once told her that the river would bring them to the edge of the world, and flow into heaven. That's how the spirits knew they still loved them. And she hoped like hell that's what it would do now. Merida stood, dusting off invisible dust from her dress. She slowly made her way back up the side of the cliff and back home, not seeing the eyes watching her small ritual.<p>

She opened the door and was met with the soft breaths of Hiccup and Val. It was well past two in the morning. Merida had probably worried Hiccup, she had run off after dinner and cried herself out of tears in the woods with Bonnie. She owed him an apology. But that could wait until the morning. She was tired now. She climbed up the ladder as quietly as she could and avoided the squeaky boards. She slipped out of her dress and into a large shirt. She carefully pulled herself into the bed and was greeted by Hiccup's warm arms wrapping around her waist and completely pulling her flush to his body.  
>"I missed you." He said huskily into her ear, which caused a flow of shivers down her spine. She loved it when he did that.<br>"A know, Am ur sorry. A had ta be alone fer a while."  
>"It's okay Mer, I understand." He whispered and buried his face in her hair. Merida smiled to herself. How did she get so lucky? Hiccup stayed awake until he knew she was fast asleep. He waited ten minutes after that until he got up and made his way to the docks, small wooden boat in hand. When he got to the edge he sighed as he plopped down. He didn't know if this would work, but he had to try. He didn't feel right as Chief. It was like he was intruding in something he wasn't supposed to, like when he'd walk in on his dad in meetings with other villages. He felt ashamed, and embarrassed, and didn't know what to do. He pulled a candle out of a little sack he had tied to his waist and lit it. He set it in the center of the boat, and pulled out a small picture of Stoick he had. He put it next to the candle, the small flame lighting up his dads laughing face. Hiccup felt a tear streak his face, he just let them flow, one after another. He pulled out his matching necklace that he and his dad wore, and pulled out his dad's favorite flower, a morning glory. Hiccup smiled at the memory. His dad told him that even if it was such a small flower compared to all the rest, it was the mightiest. It opened when it was the right time, it was meticulous. A great strategist. And that they reminded him of his mother, rising with the first rays of morning light. Hiccup set the boat in the water and sent a silent prayer to his father in Valhalla. He knew that, even with all the Valkyries, Stoick was watching over them, guiding them. Making sure they were safe from harm. After Hiccup watched the boat disappear with the first rays of light on the horizon, he felt like a weight had been lifted from his shoulders. He quickly made his way back to the hut, he had to get there before Merida woke up.<p>

Two weeks had passed, and Merida had mailed to her parents that she and Hiccup were officially getting married. She, vaguely told them what happened, to the village and Stoick, and told them to prepare for a wedding. Valka was having a hay day. Not only does she come home for the first time in nearly twenty years with his son, but she gets a daughter as well. Today was their Berk wedding, and Merida was all jitters. It wasn't every day that you get married. Valka was replacing her father, her parents couldn't make it because the Lords had demanded to be a part of her wedding, which was being held later that day as well.

Right now, Astrid's mom was working her hair into intricately woven braids twisted on her head. She smiled down at her cup of tea in her hands.  
>"All finished dear!"<br>"Thank yah again Mrs. Hofferson!" Merida looked into the mirror and stared in astonishment. It's beautiful. She had three thick braids wrapped around her head creating a crown appearance, and the rest of her hair tumbled down her back in loose curls. She embraced the portly woman and smiled when she returned the hug.  
>"Merida! Come look what A found!" Merida walked into Val's room, and stopped in her tracks. In Val's hands was one of the most beautiful dresses she'd seen in her life. It was simple, and elegant. It was a three quarter sleeved dress, and the sleeves opened and reached the ground. Gold silk lined the collar, the edges of the sleeves, and the bottom of the dress. Merida slipped into the dress and smiled at herself in the mirror. The dress hugged her curves in all the right places, but wasn't distracting. It pooled around her feet, and she smiled as Val wrapped a gold rope around her waist, and tied it in a knot at her front. She handed Merida a bouquet of blue and green flowers and sighed.<br>"Oh!" Val ran into the room and came back out with a box. "This was mine. And now it's yours, and then it'll be your daughters." Merida took the box in her hands and opened it. Inside was a small necklace that shimmered in the light that leaked through the closed windows. It was a gold disc with a pearl that glowed when the light hit it in the center. Merida's eyes stung with unshed tears and she wrapped her arms around her almost mother-in-law.  
>"Et's beautiful. Thank yah." Valka left a kiss in the middle of Merida's forehead, and placed the crown her dad gave her at the games on her head. Merida took a deep breath when they heard a knock at the door. Astrid opened it and smiled.<br>"It's show time princess."  
>Merida walked slowly with her hand wrapped around Val's arm. She looked up at Hiccup, who was wearing the Chief's attire. He wore a cloak of animal hide, and leather boots. He wore his shoulder and chest armor, and feathers were braided into his hair. He wore the helmet his dad had given him many years ago. Merida's breath caught in her throat. Hiccup wiped his eyes and smiled at her. That goofy, lopsided smile that made her stomach fall to her toes and her heart jump into her throat. The second Val handed Merida off to Hiccup she couldn't breathe.<br>"You look beautiful." Hiccup whispered to her. But she couldn't respond. She wasn't breathing. She sucked in a deep breath when her lungs screamed at her.  
>"Thanks…" she muttered.<br>"Trying to kill yourself before we're even married. I'm hurt." Merida gave Hiccup a small glare, which pulled a smirk from the snarky man. The two didn't pay much attention to Gobber, the Jack of All Trades, as he went through vows.  
>"You may now, kiss, your bride." Hiccup didn't move neither did Merida. Gobber nudged Hiccup who was jolted out of his thoughts. "Kiss your bride." He said again. Hiccup smiled, and stepped to Merida, his hands softly on her cheeks. Merida melted into the kiss, but all too soon it was over. When they pulled apart, officially man and wife, Merida locked eyes with Astrid. Her grey eyes were brimmed with tears, but she held the muscular arm of Eret. Astrid smiled cheekily and gave Merida a thumbs up. Merida smiled and flicked her eyes to the muscular man with a smirk on her face. Astrid flushed and shook her head as if to say "We're only friends, I swear!" Merida's smile widened. She turned to look at Hiccup, who was staring at her with wonder and nothing but love in those forest green eyes that reminded her of Scotland. The two ran down the aisle, and into their new world as husband and wife.<p>

Two hours later, after many drunken toasts, Merida, Hiccup, and Valka were preparing to leave for Scotland.  
>"Don't forget ta grab three Terrors babe." Merida called to Hiccup from across the house.<br>"Got it!" Hiccup said as he plopped down the cage full of small mischievous dragons for their brothers. Merida walked by him and placed a quick kiss on his cheek and he grinned, turned her around, and planted a hard kiss on her lips.  
>"A know we're already married, but please Hiccup, don' tease me." Merida said breathlessly. Hiccup chuckled and shook his head as he double checked that they had all the things they needed. When he was satisfied he smiled to Merida.<br>"Mom! It's time to go!" Hiccup yelled through the house.  
>"Coming!" Val said. She walked oddly down the hall. She was wearing a knee length, dark blue dress and her long coat. "I forgot how hard it is to wear these… It's so hard to move…" Val muttered to herself as she grabbed the things she was carrying to Scotland. Merida smiled and grabbed her share and Hiccup grabbed his. They three tied their things to their respective dragons, who got along just like a family, just like they weren't each the only ones of their kind. Merida smiled at the dragons. <em>'What an odd family.'<em> Then she turned to Hiccup and Val and nodded. _'Then again, so are we.'_ Merida climbed onto Bonnie, and the trio began their trip to Scotland.

They got there with two hours to unpack and get ready. They were greeted by Fergus and Elinor standing outside the castle. Val gasped.  
>"She really is a princess."<br>"Yup. You'll love mah family." Merida said as she landed.  
>"Merida!" Her dad ran to her and wrapped his large arms around Merida in a crushing hug. Val and Hiccup landed and walked to Elinor. Elinor looked at Val and Hiccup and enveloped them both in a hug.<br>"I'm so sorry for your loss. Stoick was a great man, and I enjoyed him greatly. He was always the comedian." Val let out a choked laugh, it still hurt to talk about him, but it was getting better. Much better.  
>"Thank you. He was wasn't he? I could never stay mad at him for long." Val chuckled with Elinor.<br>"A know the feelin'. Fergus always gets me ta laugh before bed. A think et's so A don' make him sleep in another room." She shook her head and watched as Merida lined the boys up. They had grown since she'd last been here. The boys, who were at hip level, were now almost to her chest. She watched as Merida placed a small dragon in each of the boy's hands, each a different color. At least now she'd be able to tell them apart. Hiccup walked over, and the two mothers watched as Hiccup helped them bond with their dragons. Fergus stood back, pouting.  
><em>'Looks like he wants one too… Oh no. They better not. We have horses, and enough to deal with. We dae not need a dragon!'<em> Elinor thought. Just then a strange shadow circled on the ground.  
>"Oh no!" Elinor said, thinking it was a dragon for Fergus. Everyone outside of the castle looked up, only to be greeted by dragons from Berk, and their riders. Astrid was the first to land, followed by Eret, the twins, Snotlout, Fishlegs, and Gobber. Hiccup and Merida ran to them smiling.<br>"What are you guys doing here?"  
>"What? You thought we'd let you have an empty grooms side?" Astrid said, folding her arms across her chest.<br>"Well, I didn't think you'd come…" Hiccup said, rubbing the back of his head.  
>"Nonsense! Hiccup, you're like the son I never had. I wouldn't miss this for the world!" Gobber said as he patted Hiccup's back a little too hard. Elinor and Fergus walked up behind Hiccup and Merida. The Vikings kneeled, and Eret made a funny face.<br>"Mi'lord and Lady." Fishlegs said from his kneeling position.  
>"There's no need fer formalities here." Elinor said.<br>"Not at mah baby's wedding!" Fergus said, slapping Hiccup on the back. Elinor turned to Merida expectantly. When she got no response, she coughed.  
>"Well… aren't yah goin' ta introduce them?"<br>"Oh! Mum, dad, this is," she gestured to each one of them, "Astrid, her boyfriend Eret." the two blushed and Ruffnut moaned in disappointment.  
>"It's still not fair, I called dibs!" Merida laughed.<br>"The one pissin' and moanin' is Ruffnut, and her brother Tuffnut. The overly formal one is Fishlegs."  
>"Nice to meet you personaly." He held his hand out to Fergus, who grasped his forearm.<br>"And the short one is Snotlout."  
>"Hey! Odin only lets things grow until they're perfect. It didn't take me as long to reach perfection." Snotlout argued, striking a "manly" pose, and Hookfang huffed smoke into his face, causing him to sputter. "Hey, I thought we talked about this?" He said quietly to the dragon. Merida leaned closer to her mother and muttered behind the back of her hand,<br>"He's a softy. But he tries so hard ta hide it." Elinor let out a small chortle. "Queens don't chortle Mum."  
>"A specifically remember tellin' yah that <em>princesses<em> don't chortle. A said nothin' about queens." Elinor retorted. A familiar figure ran out of the castle doors, holding her top as she ran.  
>"Queen Elinor! It's been twenty minutes! We have less than two hours ta set up, and get Merida ready. And God knows, that'll take forever."<br>"A'll have yah know, Maudie, et only took a half hour fer me ta get ready on Berk. So unless A'm gonna look like more of a princess then A normally would, then we've got no problem." Maudie and Elinor shared a look, and Merida let out a groan as she flung her head back.

Currently, Merida sat on her bed as Maudie pulled, and prodded her hair, yanking Merida's head in all directions. When Maudie was finished, she turned Merida around, and held a small mirror in front of her and maneuvered it so she could see the hair on the back of her head. Merida was astounded the Maudie's pudgy little fingers could braid like that. Two lace braids, on both sides, started near the top of her head, then met in the middle at an angle. A second pair of braids started at the middle of her ears, and met together at the base of her neck. A third pair of lace braids started at her shoulders and pulled back the poof. The six braids ended up being a layered braid that fell to the middle of Merida's back. Small purple flowers were entwined into her braids and, with a closer inspection, Merida found they were Morning Glories. Elinor glided into the room, a huge bag on a hanger in her hands.  
>"What's tha' mum?"<br>"Yer dress. Now let's go." Elinor made a "scoot" motion with her free hand and Merida rolled her eyes as she stepped away from the mirror and into hell.

As Merida and Hiccup were getting ready, the "volunteers" were busy at work. The Lords had offered their sons as tribute to Fergus, and they got to set up the wedding. The Berkians were more than happy to help. Gobber stood with Fergus and the others and laughed as they enjoyed a good brew. Astrid and Eret and some snobby guy with a hug nose were setting up tables and tents. Ruffnut, Snotlout, and some dimwitted man who looked like he'd wet his own pants at any second were in charge of setting up chairs and benches, and Ruffnut, Fishlegs, and a large man who didn't talk much, were in charge of hanging decorations. Ruffnut was currently standing on a chair, on a table, hanging flowers on the large arch that Merida and Hiccup would stand under.  
>"Ruff, that one can't go there, there's a pattern going!" Fishlegs said from the ground.<br>"Pattern, shmattern. It's going here." Ruffnut reached up to the top of the arch, and Tuffnut and Snotlout ran past her, knocking into the table. The chair flipped out from under Ruffnut and sent her on a fast track for the ground. She braced herself for the hard impact and sharp pain on her rump, but it never came. Instead two, large arms were wrapped around her body.  
>"Areyahokaythere?" He rushed through his words.<br>"Yeah, I'm fine..." He nodded and set Ruff down carefully. She looked up at him for a few more seconds. "Thanks."  
>"'Snotaproblemlassie." He said, turning a light shade of pink. Ruffnut smiled and set the chair back on the table before she excused herself and took off after her idiot brother.<br>"Isthelassietaken?"  
>"Huh?" MacGuffin took a breath.<br>"Is the lassie taken?"  
>"Ruff? No, she's not taken, why?" But Fishlegs didn't get an answer. Young MacGuffin was too busy watching the small woman tackle her brother to the ground and smash his face into the dirt.<br>"Watch what you're doing idiot! I could have been killed!"  
>"Too bad it didn't kill you!" Ruff delivered one more blow to her brother's chin before she got up and dusted herself off. Fishlegs watched the large man, knowing all too well the look in his eyes. He'd seen it before on another person. Two actually, and they were preparing their wedding.<p>

The sun hung low in the sky, but it was finally time. Hiccup stood under the large arch, and a man stood with him, a white collar around his neck. Hiccup nervously looked out at the throng of people. So many of the men that he had competed against were seated, staring him down in envy. He swallowed the lump in his throat and looked at his mom. She was sitting in the front row, turned around, waiting for Merida to step through the large wooden doors of the castle. He looked at each person, dolled up and looking more posh than he'd seen them in a long time. The organ began playing, and the doors were opened. She stepped out, and Hiccup's eyes were burning with tears for the second time that day. She was beautiful. Her hair was pulled back, and her dress was beautiful. It was a strapless corseted top, pure white with silver flowers starting at her chest, and fallowed a path down her stomach and flowed out at her hips. The corset ended at her hips and gave way to white taffeta layers that glowed in the fading sunlight. A golden crown circled her head and a large bouquet of calla lilies with blue centers, white roses, and light green carnations. She was stunning, and beautiful, and ravishing, and all his. He couldn't wait to have a family with this woman. Settle into their own home. Have a life together as Hiccup and Merida Haddock. When Merida saw Hiccup, her heart stopped again. He was wearing his fur cloak, but he was wearing traditional Scottish wedding garb, kilt and all. He didn't look girly like most men did. It suited him, and the tight undershirt clung to his sculpted chest. It seemed like an eternity until she reached the arch.  
>"Who gives this woman?"<br>"She gives herself." Fergus said as he stepped back and took his seat besides Elinor. Merida smiled and wiped a stray tear from Hiccups face. He leaned his head into her touch and they locked eyes. For the second time, they had ignored the vows, barely going through them. Elinor and Val dabbed their eyes. Elinor handed a kerchief to Fergus, who was sobbing uncontrollably.  
>"Mah baby…" He'd mutter to himself as he sniffled. The words were finally spoken.<br>"You may kiss your bride." This time Merida had no hesitation. She pulled Hiccup to her by his collar and crushed her lips to his. He locked his arms around her waist and the two melted together. The kiss only lasted about thirty seconds, but it spoke volumes for the couple.

They ran down the aisle as the spectators clapped and cheered. They ran into the castle and into the ballroom where the reception was taking place. The room began to fill with people, and soon everyone's heads were swimming with ale. Harris, Hubert, and Hamish were having a hay day, pulling pranks on the drunken guests with their new pets. Merida shook her dizzy head, and wished she hadn't. She sat back down next to Hiccup who gave her hand a squeeze. He, of course, refused to get drunk. What was the point of weddings if you didn't get drunk? But Merida let it slide. She smiled at her husband.  
>'My husband… Et's so strange ta think that we're married now. But we are… What's going to tonight be like?' Merida's face flushed even more than it already was as wild images ran rampant in her mind.<p>

"Is everything okay?"  
>"Yes dear. A'm just a little woozy." Hiccup nodded his head and took her hand in his. He led her through the throng of people, her dad leading a "hunt" for Mor'du again. He looked at his friends. Tuff and Snotlout were hitting on girls, Fishlegs was with Elinor, and Ruff… Ruff was leaning against that MacGuffin kid, laughing. He was flushing furiously. He could tell she'd been drinking, and so had he.<br>"Istha' Ruff with MacGuffin? Who woulda' thought…" She muttered to herself, slurring her words together. Hiccup shook his head and lead her outside to the stables and an awaiting Angus. When Merida saw the horse her face light up. She instantly sobered up, at least a little bit, and began to brush the large animal, cooing soothing words as she did. She looked up to Hiccup when she was done and smiled. She walked to him and took his hand. The two began to walk along the edge of the woods. Merida took a deep breath of air and sighed in happiness.  
>"Are you happy to be here?"<br>"A am. A missed it. But A do love Berk." Hiccup smiled at her response. If she didn't like it there he'd move in a heartbeat and give the village to Astrid. He knew she was more than capable to handle it. But he was glad he didn't have to, he was starting to get the hang of being Chief. A breeze blew through the trees and Merida shivered. Hiccup stripped off his fur cloak and handed it to her. She took it gratefully, and sighed at its warmth. She leaned into Hiccup and he kissed the top of her head as they walked. Merida stopped when she heard something whispering to her.  
>"What is it Mer?" Hiccup turned around to look at her, but she wasn't looking at him. She was looking above him. Floating inches above his head was a tiny, glowing, ball of blue. Merida tilted her head. Hiccup did the same, as a small ball of glowing blue something was above Merida's head. She smiled and leaned on her tiptoes and kissed Hiccup softly on the lips. When they broke apart they looked to the sky, only to see the two wisps twirling together in the air, high above the tree tops. Merida sighed contently, because that was the only sign she needed to know that their fates would be forever intertwined.<br>"Mer, what were those? Are those the wisp thingies you talk about?" Merida threw her head back and laughed a light twinkling laugh that made Hiccups heart beat faster than it ever had.  
>*****************************************************************************************************************************<p>

So, I have links to Merida's everything in my profile. So go check them out. Also, I love this chapter. I loved writing it and I hope you guys love it as much as I do. Please review! Thanks for reading!


	10. Chapter 10(real story)

It was impossible for Merida to sober up, so the two headed back into the castle, only to see that everyone had went to bed. There were a few of Merida's family laying on the ground asleep, but they just stepped over them and headed to Merida's room. They made their way down the long halls. Hiccup got lost twice while on his way and he made a mental note not to leave the room alone. Merida fumbled with the door, but soon got her key in the lock. She smiled at Hiccup and ran into the room. Hiccup sighed as he sat on the edge of the bed and watched Merida disappear behind a door. He shrugged out of the green shirt and stripped down to the kilt that was wrapped around his waist and across his shoulder. A pitcher of frothing ale sat on the night stand with two cups. Hiccup took one, and poured himself a drink. The burning liquid flowed down his throat and his head started to swim. He poured himself two more cups, and downed them both. Hiccup felt hot, even in what little he had on. His face was flushed and his hair stuck to his face.

The door opened and Hiccup turned to see Merida standing there in a little white lace dress that barely reached the bottom of her rump. Her creamy skin was shining in the candle light, and a sloppy grin was plastered on her face. Her freckles blurred by the blush that crept from her cheeks down her neck. She sauntered over to Hiccup and pushed him back on the bed. Hiccups heart pounded in his chest as Merida climbed on top of him. He gulped as he felt an odd pull in his stomach and he could feel the kilt rise a little. He bit his lip as Merida carefully placed kisses along his neck and exposed shoulder. Merida nipped at the softest spot on his shoulder which drew a throaty growl from Hiccup. Merida smiled against his neck and made her way to his lips with a passion neither one of them had experienced before. They melted together as the kiss became more intimate. Hiccups hands roamed her body, exploring every curve. Merida's nails raked across his chest lightly and Hiccup flipped Merida onto her back. He pinned her hands above her head and captured her lips under his. He made his way down her neck and nipped lightly at her collarbone. Merida mewled and arched her back in anticipation.  
>"Mmm… Hiccup." Merida moaned lightly. Hiccup blinked his eyes and suddenly, what they were doing was hitting him. He sat straight up and Merida gave him a confused look.<br>"Wha's wrong?"  
>"I just… I want our first time to be special. Not, Hiccup waved his hands around, "this."<br>"What's wrong with this?" Merida said confused.  
>"I love you. You know that. And yes, I'll admit that this seems like a good idea, but I want you to be absolutely sure that this is what you want, so soon. I don't want you to regret it in the morning."<br>"Oh Hiccup…" Merida smiled at Hiccup and rolled over in the bed. She patted the spot next to her after she had pulled up the blankets. Hiccup crawled over and lay on his back. Merida snuggled into his side, and within minutes she was snoring, leaving a puddle of drool by Hiccups armpit. Hiccup smiled and shook his head, watching her snore and smack her lips.

The next morning Hiccup gently removed himself from under Merida and replaced his chest with a pillow. Merida groaned and pulled the pillow over her head as a stray beam of light made its way across her face.  
>"Why is et so bright?"<br>"Because it's morning."  
>"But why does et have ta be so bright?" Merida moaned as she sat up a little too quickly, causing her head to hurt. Hiccup shook his head and got her a glass of water mixed with a small amount of ale.<br>"This should help, it's what my dad did when he had too much ale." Merida smiled gratefully at him and gulped down the concoction. Hiccup made her another cup and she sipped from that as they got dressed for the day. They were going to teach the boys more about their dragons, and maybe take Bonnie back into the woods and see if she leads them to any other dragons. Hiccup came out wearing a thick leather vest over a short sleeved forest green shirt, tanned hide pants. Merida went into the room and came out in hide pants, and a dark blue shirt. Her hair was tied back into a braid and she wore a small chain crown with a golden pendant hanging at her third eye around her head. Hiccup smiled, bur frowned when he was what was in her hands. She was holding a thin golden crown with spiraling dragons cut into it.  
>"Do I really have to wear that?"<br>"According ta the laws of this kingdom, yah dae. You're officially a prince now, and as the oldest in the immediate family, yer first in line fer the throne if something happens ta mah dad." Hiccup swore under his breath as he carefully too the crown from Merida's hands. She nodded her head with a knowing smile gracing her lips as she saw Hiccups look of distain at the accessory on his head.  
>"Yah don' have ta bring et home with us." Merida offered hopefully. Hiccup thought about this for a second.<br>"I still don't like it. It's too much." Merida smiled and approached her husband, placing a gentle hand on his chest.  
>"A know, but et'll be over soon." She placed a soft kiss on his cheek and walked out of the door. Hiccup's eyes widened and he quickly ran out of the room, grabbing his fur cape before he left.<p>

The morning was uneventful. Hiccup and Merida's plans were shot down when Elinor told them that they were going to be walking around the kingdom, announcing and introducing Hiccup to the people. It was the most boring thing either of them had ever done. Val got a kick out of it though. She couldn't stop smiling, and played with all the children. Hiccup couldn't help but wish that Stoick could have been there to share this moment with them. He would have been proud. He would have been right there with Val, throwing the kids into the air, laughing with his new family. But the bitter sting in his chest was all the reminder he needed that Stoick would never be here, never enjoy this. He choked down the lump in his throat and fake a smile for the people around him. Half way through the mini parade, Fergus looked around wide eyed.  
>"Elinor!" He whispered harshly, keeping a tense smile on his face. "A think we lost the boys!"<br>"Fergus, we didn' bring the boys so we wouldn't lose them." Elinor said through her teeth, a well-practiced skill Hiccup assumed, as she waved and smiled to the people she passed.  
>"Oh, go us. We're such good parents. Who's watching them?"<br>"Well, Maudie needed a break and those twins offered ta watch them, so A had them do et." Hiccup and Merida's heads whipped around in wide eyed terror.  
>"Mum, what did yah dae?"<br>**Meanwhile at the Castle**

Maudie ran out of the kitchen, flames licking at the back of her dress from the door. Screaming, she made her way a safe distance before three ash covered little boys ran out followed by two laughing adults, also covered in ash.

"You! You- Just wait until yer parents come home!" Maudid hobbled quickly through the halls muttering to herself.

"Yeah!" The twins knocked heads. "That was awesome you guys!" Tuffnut yelled to the empty hall. "Guys? Guys! Uhh… Ruff… we lost the kids."  
>"What do you mean we lost the kids they're right…. Oh." Ruffnut said as she looked down to where the boy's level. The duo ran off down the hallway, trying to find the three boys. They opened barrels, moved boxes, opened every door they could find, but the boys were nowhere to be found.<br>"Fuck." Ruff said as she rounded a corner and stopped. Tuff ran into her back, and then peered around her when he collected himself. Standing in front of them was a Young MaGuffin, with three boys crawling around him, leaving black marks along his body.  
>"Are they yours?" He said, surprisingly comprehensible, as he flashed Ruff a smile.<br>"Yes. I mean, no. I mean, I'm, we're in charge of them, but they're not mine." Ruff stumbled through her words and shyly looked up at the young man. Last night Ruff saw a different side of him. He was sweet and caring, and when he wasn't nervous he could talk circles around anyone. He was very smart, and very well-articulated. Tuffnut looked back and forth between the two and shook his head.  
>He plucked the boys off of him, threw two under his arms like sacks of flour, and one on his back.<br>"I'll take these." And he started down the hall. Ruff started after him but he turned around and stopped her. He looked at her then sternly at him, his eyes bulging, head shaking a little with stress, then back to her. "Stay." With that, Tuffnut Thorston had intervened in his sister's love life, and, hopefully, it would work out.

When they got back, they had pretty much ran up the path to the castle. They were relieved to see that the stone walls were still standing, and were more than relieved to see the triplets playing with their dragons under the supervision of Tuffnut.  
>"Where's Ruff?" Hiccup asked, puzzled at the absence of the ever present female.<br>"She's somewhere with that big guy. Mcstuffin? I don't know. But they boys have been fun." Hiccup nodded and grabbed Merida's hand. He pulled her into the stables, and patted Toothless.  
>"Hey bud." Toothless let out a groan and smiled at Hiccup. Merida smiled as she stroked the whiskers hanging off of Bonnie's chin. Bonnie ruffled her feathers in response and purred.<br>"So hon, what do you say? How about we check out the woods? See if Bonnie leads us to more dragons?"  
>"Actually, A was thinkin', maybe we leave the dragons here alone. A know that in Berk dragons are friends, but A don' think dragons here would help anythin'. In Berk, we have you, the Dragon Whisperer. But here, there's no one. Yah can't make trips every day back and forth between homes. A couldn't dae that. And A wanna start a family. A can't dae that without you Hiccup. That's impossible ta dae." Hiccup silenced her with a soft kiss. He wrapped her tightly in his arms and sighed into her hair.<br>"Mer, you don't have to worry. I'll never do anything you don't want me to do. Unless I have to." Merida giggled and sighed into her husband's chest.  
>"A love you Hiccup Haddock."<br>"I love you too Merida Haddock."  
>***********************************************************************<p> 


	11. The End

Epilogue  
>Five Years Later<p>

Light footsteps peppered the wooden floors of the two story hut on a small, elevated island.  
>"Mommy! Kara pulled my hair!"<br>"No I didn't! Adaira is lying!" Two three year old girls ran into the dining room where a slim woman was standing at the stove. She wore a light brown pelt, high-low skirt with light tan fur around the edges. She wore a spiked belt and a green, shoulder sleeved shirt that barely made it to her toned, creamy stomach. A black cloak was fastened around her shoulders by a golden clasp and string. Her fiery hair was tied back into a long braid, and constellations of freckles lined her body. She stooped down and picked up the two girls, one in each arm.  
>"Now girls, A know A raised yah better than ta fight like this." Both girls nodded their heads and apologized to each other. "There. Now we can go visit Auntie Astrid and Kari while we wait fer yer da'." Both girl's eyes light up and they each grinned toothy grins. They squirmed out of their mother's arms and to the door. Merida smiled and ran after her daughters, who had already made it halfway there. She smiled at the petite woman in the doorway, her armor glittering in the sunlight and her golden hair tied back. As always, her bangs were still in her face. Merida wrapped her arms around Astrid and walked into the kitchen to see her two, tanned ginger daughters playing with a darker skinned, black haired girl with grey eyes.<br>"Hi Aunt Merwida!"  
>"Hello Kari." Merida said, ruffling the girls hair.<br>"Okay girls, go have fun. Don't burn anything this time." Astrid chided and the girls nodded before running up the stairs.  
>"So, how's Eret?"<br>"He's good. We're good. Actually, we're expecting. He says it's going to be a boy, but I feel it. It's going to be another girl." Merida laughed. Eret wanted nothing more than a son, if only to pass down his name, like that was going to happen. But that didn't keep Eret from loving his daughter, she was his princess.  
>"Did yah here about Ruff and McGuffin?"<br>"It's about damn time!" Astrid said, leaning back in her seat.  
>"Yer damn right." Astrid smiled at the woman sitting across from her. She took her in, the Chieftess of Berk. Mother of two, and one on the way. She nodded her head. Merida had done so much for Berk. She had helped them all mourn the death of Stoick. She created a better doctor system. She had made systems to help trade, she had made so much more contributions in daily life. It was funny. Berk needed Merida. It was hard to remember how Berk worked without her. More important than Berk was Hiccup. Hiccup couldn't breathe without Merida now that he had her, and the same for her. Thinking about her and Hiccup being apart was impossible.<p>

The two went on talking, and listening closely when things got too quite. They were in the middle of lunch when the door opened, and two figures came through the door laughing. Eret, who now had a beard, and Hiccup walked into the room. Hiccup walked to Merida and placed a kiss on her cheek from his position behind her chair. She smiled as she tilted her head back to get a better look at the man. Eret rummaged through the cupboards.

"Hey hon, where's the-"  
>"Down two, over one. Farthest back."<br>"Thank you dear."  
>"You're welcome." Astrid said as Eret placed a quick kiss to her lips. Three pairs of feet were heard and three voices rang out through the air.<br>"Daddy!" The girls threw themselves at their respective fathers, who enveloped them in warm hugs and soft kisses.  
>"Hello my princess!" Eret said as he blew a raspberry on her cheek. Kari giggled and pushed his mouth away.<br>"Daddy! Stop!" The air was light and the conversations flowed easily. The children had long since went upstairs and the adults were left to themselves.  
>"So, Ruff's getting married, but what is Tuff doing?"<br>"From the letter from Ruff, I hear he's gotten himself into a serious relationship."  
>"What's her name?" Eret asked.<br>"Allester." Merida said as she took a sip from her cup. They men's eyes widened, but they nodded their heads.  
>"Well," Hiccup said, "I hope Tuff brings him home after Ruff's wedding. I want to meet him."<br>"From what Ruff says, he's really cool, but he's the complete opposite of Tuff."  
>"Isn't tha' what he needs though?" Everyone nodded and laughed. "Hic, how's Fishlegs' trip going?"<br>"It's going well so far. I got a message from him a couple days ago. I haven't really read it, but from what I did see he's in Norway right now. He says he's found a lot of new dragons, and that the book has at least doubled in size."  
>"Have you heard from Snotlout lately?" Astrid asked.<br>"Last I knew," Eret started, "he ran off with Heather somewhere. When they left she was getting bigger, I think she's pregnant."  
>"Mmm… A saw et commin." Merida said as she sipped from her cup again. Astrod let out a bark of laughter and shook her head. The conversations went well into the night. They lasted through dinner at the Great Hall and, while the girls slept, the adults still chatted. They talked about what was happening, what was to come, and what they wanted from the world. They talked about dragon riding, and how their dragons were doing. Bonnie was pregnant. Toothless was, of course, the father. They talked about who would get a baby dragon for the girls, if nature allowed. But mostly, they reminisced. Those of Berk would never forget Hiccup and Merida. They would never forget how they had changed their way of life. But most of all, the world would never forget what happened that year, the year of the Dragon Games.<br>*******************************************************************************************************************

Alright guys, I hope you loved this story as much as I loved writing it. Leave comments, review it! Thank you so much for everyone's support. Thank you so much!  
>And if you want to read another story, I have one called Quest of the Guardians that you should totally check it out! Alright guys, I love you! Thank you so much<p>

Love,

Tessa The Fandom Queen


	12. Public Service Announcement

Hello! I've decided to make a new story. It's snippets from Merida and Hiccups life after marriage. I hope you'll all read and review, and I hope you all like it! Thank you all so much for your support, and thank you for encouraging me to keep writing! So give it a look, it's called "Moments in Time."


End file.
